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The United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve 
Vault Facilities today announce the final release of 
5,000 U.S. Gov’t Issued Gold Coins previously 
held in The West Point Depository/U.S. Mint. 
For a limited time, U.S. citizens will have the 
opportunity to purchase these $5 Gov’t Issued 
Gold Coins for the incredible “at-cost” price of 
only $99.00 per coin. An amazing price because 
these U.S. Gov’t Issued Gold Coins are complete-
ly free of dealer markup. That’s correct, our cost. 
This may be your final opportunity to buy U.S. 
Gov’t Issued Gold Coins “at-cost.” The Gold mar-
ket, which has recently dipped from a high of more 
than $1,000 an ounce, is still predicted by experts 
to have the explosive upside potential of reaching 
up to $2,000/oz. During this special offer, a limit 
of ten U.S. Gov’t Issued Gold Coins per house-
hold will be strictly adhered to. The United States 
Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve will release these 
U.S. Gov’t Issued Gold Coins “at-cost” on a first-
come, first-serve basis. Orders that are not imme-
diately received or reserved with the order center 
could be subject to cancellation and your checks 
returned uncashed. Good luck. We hope that ev-
eryone will have a chance to purchase this special 
U.S. Gov’t Issued Gold “at-cost.” Order your Gold 
immediately to avoid disappointment. 2008 coins 
will be shipped if oversold. Special arrangements 
can be made for Gold purchases over $50,000.  

5,000 U.S. Gold Coins Authorized for Immediate Release

Authorized by Congress: Public Law 99-185
By Executive Order of Congress Public Law 99-
185, Americans can now buy new Government 
Issued Gold. Congressionally authorized United 
States Gold Coins provide American citizens with 
a way to add physical Gold to their financial port-
folios. Gold American Eagles are made from solid 
Gold mined here in America, forged at the U.S. 
Mint at West Point, and produced with a U.S. Dol-
lar denomination... making them Legal Tender 
United States Gold Coins. They are highly liquid, 
easily transportable, and, unlike paper assets, Ameri-
can Gold Eagles have a tangible value you can feel 

each time you hold your own Gold. Though no one, 
including The United States Rare Coin and Bullion 
Reserve, can guarantee a Gold Coin’s future value 
will go up or down, numerous experts are predicting 
Gold to reach $2,000/oz. Now is the time to consider 
converting part of your paper assets into Gold. The 
United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve has 
a limited supply and urges you to make your vault 
reservations immediately. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist 
at 1-800-514-9034 to start your Gold portfolio and 
begin protecting your wealth today. If you’ve been 
waiting to move your money into Gold, the time is now.  

U.S. Gov’t Issued American Eagle Gold Coins

Do Not Delay - Limited Supplies Available!

BEGINNING TODAY, TELEPHONE ORDERS WILL BE 
ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS 
ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER.

Gov’t Issued Gold Coin 

1-800-514-9034

$9900
EACH

ONLY

VAULT CODE: AL20-99

5 000 U S Gold Coins Authorized for Immediate Release

SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASES OF 
10 COINS PER HOUSEHOLD ($990) PLUS SHIPPING & 

INSURANCE. MINIMUM ORDER 5 GOLD COINS.

© 2008 United States Rare Coin & Bullion Reserve. Distributor of Government Issued Gold & Silver. Not Affiliated With the U.S. Government.
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.7 million members. 
These wartime veterans, working through 15,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national 
security;  adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation’s youth.

 12 Cops Under Fire
Like combat troops, police offi  cers 
deal with job stress and even PTSD. 
Now they’re facing a rise in aggression 
toward law enforcement.  By Sue Russell

 18 The Fighting 69th
The “ultimate embed,” Sean Michael 
Flynn tells the incredible story of his 
National Guard unit’s journey from 
Ground Zero to Iraq.  By Mathew Tully

 26 The Road to a Better GI Bill
At last, young veterans win an 
education benefi t befi tting their 
sacrifi ce.  By Philip M. Callaghan

 40 Misunderstood Mission
On Gitmo, public perception doesn’t 
match military reality, says its deputy 
commanding general.  By Jeff  Stoff er

 44 Special Deliveries 
The Legion gets behind the Air 
Compassion for Veterans program, 
which provides free fl ights for families 
in need.  By James V. Carroll

 5 Vet Voice
 8 Commander’s Message
 10 Big Issues
 48 Rapid Fire
 60 Comrades
 64 Parting Shots

ON THE COVER
Army Reserve veteran Sheila Pion 
cared for injured soldiers in Kuwait. 
Back home, she found herself in a 
struggle to pay for college with 
minimal GI Bill benefi ts. See Page 26. 
Amy C. Elliott

Signs of the times
Instead of pursuing 
celebrity autographs, Kyle 
Nappi, 18, of Ostrander, 
Ohio, limits his requests to 
men and women who have 
served in the U.S. military. 
He has collected more than 
1,700 autographs from 
active-duty troops and 
veterans from World War I, 
World War II, the Korean 
and Vietnam wars, the Gulf 
War, and Operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring 
Freedom.

“I’ve always been interested 
in military history, espe-
cially World War II,” Nappi 
says. “The best way to learn 
about history is to talk to 
those who participated in 
the making of it.”

To be included in Nappi’s 
collection, write to him at 
1890 Warren Road, 
Ostrander, OH 43061 
or send an e-mail to 
knap607@yahoo.com

For more on Nappi, go to 
the July 3 issue of The 
American Legion Online 
Update. www.legion.org/
whatsnew/publications/
newsletter
James V. Carroll
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**AARP Health Care Options is the name of AARP’s health insurance and service program. It is not the insurer. AARP contracts
with insurers to make coverage available to AARP members.. †Insured by United HealthCare Insurance Company (United), Fort
Washington, PA (United HealthCare Insurance Company of New York [United], Islandia, NY for New York residents). Policy
Form No. GRP79171 GPS-1(G-36000-4). United is not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government, the
Federal Medicare Program, Social Security, or any other governmental agency. All certificates/plans may not be
available in your state/area. In some states, plans may be available to persons eligible for Medicare by reason of disability.

AS535 C(8/06)

AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance 
Plans are:

� Endorsed by AARP†† — the organization you 
know and trust. 

� Easy to use — choose your doctors, no referrals
required, and virtually no claim forms to file.

� Competitively priced — AARP group rates are 
competitively priced. Plus, take advantage of 
available discounts.

� Customer-focused — our award-winning customer 
service staff will be happy to answer your questions. 

If you carry a Medicare Card, you’ll want the
AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan card
available through AARP Health Care Options.**

The average person on Medicare could end up
spending thousands per year out of their own
pocket.*** An AARP Medicare Supplement Plan,
underwritten by United HealthCare Insurance
Company,† helps cover you for some of what
Medicare doesn’t.

They’re the only Medicare supplement
insurance plans endorsed by AARP. That’s why with
AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance, you have a
wide variety of plans to choose from, so you can find
a plan that suits your needs.

Call and you’ll receive a FREE AARP Medicare
Supplement Information Kit, including benefits,
costs, limitations, and exclusions. There’s no obligation.

*Based on 2005 United HealthCare Insurance Company
Enrollment Data.
***Government Accountability Office (GAO); Report
GAO-04-960, “Medicare Demonstration PPO’s Financial
and other Advantages for Plans, Few Advantages for
Beneficiaries.” Washington, DC, September 2004.

††United HealthCare Insurance Company pays a 
fee to AARP and its affiliates for use of the AARP
trademark and other services. Amounts paid are used for
the general purposes of AARP and its members.

You’ll want
this card!

Join over 2.5 million* people who
have already enrolled in AARP
Medicare Supplement Insurance Plans. 

If you carry 
this card...

www.aarphealthcare.com/VLP

Call toll-free:
1-866-408-7511,Ext.VLP
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As former Marines and Sailors, 

we served together yesterday. As

seasoned attorneys, we’ll fight this

disease with you today. Attorneys at

Coady Law firm have successfully

represented veterans in Mesothelioma

claims nationwide for two decades.

We’ve helped them understand their

rights—and secured millions for their

families in just compensation.

Trust in the experience of shipmates

who served with you. Contact the

Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 

no obligation consultation.

FIRE BACK WITH POWER AND EXPERIENCE.

TURN TO FELLOW VETERANS.

NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH

MESOTHELIOMA

For free medico-legal information, 
Dial 1-888-802-MESO (6376)
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In response to Jay Londino’s 
article, I must point out that 
drafting U.S. citizens for 
military service is nothing 
less than involuntary servitude. 
A draft is in direct opposition 
to the Constitution and Bill 
of Rights.

The executive, legislative 
and judicial branches of govern-
ment agree that involuntary 
servitude is unconstitutional 
but reserve the right to defi ne 
what the words really mean. 
Our government servants have 
taken it upon themselves to 
determine what is best for us 
common citizens, taking the 
attitude that they are the 
anointed social supervisors 
acting for our well being.

– Bart W. Ginsbach, Nolanville, Texas 

‘Our Other Immigration 
Problem’

The article by Alan W. Dowd 
(June) is very interesting and, 
for the most part, accurate. 
However, current demographics 
do not support the number of 
legal immigrants entering 
this country. Our current 

population of 300 million 
already endangers our environ-
ment and overburdens public 
services such as education, 
medical care and law enforce-
ment. Compound current legal 
immigration with the millions 
of illegal aliens who cross our 
borders, and matters are certain 
to get worse. 

– Lucian A. Mascarella, Melbane, N.C.

Why is our government not 
pushing the Mexican govern-
ment to play a larger role in 
preventing illegal aliens from 
crossing from the Mexican side 
of the border? My conclusions 
are that the Mexican govern-
ment likes the dollars its 
citizens send home to their 
families, rids itself of its low-
income or unemployed citizens, 
and is willing to let the United 
States absorb the cost of border 
enforcement.

It’s time we force the Mexican 
government to meet its obliga-
tions, and stop encouraging its 
citizens to illegally migrate 
north across our borders.

– Doris Gross, San Jose, Calif.

‘The Safety Net’
After reading “The Safety Net” (June), I had fl ashbacks to 1969. I was gathered 

around the television with my college buddies, watching the Selective Service 
folks pull numbered ping-pong balls from a machine and matching them with 
a date of birth. My draft lottery number was 17. Within three months, I was in 
basic training.

During my two years in the Army, I received many letters 
from friends, telling me of all the ways young men were 
getting out of the draft. Some became professional 
students. Others got married and started having 
children. Some managed to get a doctor to provide 
them with a medical excuse as to why they could not 
serve. Still others crossed the border into Canada.

At the end of my two-year enlistment I returned home, 
used my GI Bill, and was proud to have served my country. 
Yet I was a little bitter at the time about the inequity of the draft system. 
So when a slot opened on the local draft board, I took it. I have been a member 
for 19 years. From experience, I can say the current system is extremely fair with 
fewer loopholes. The only downside I see – and I have two daughters – is that 
the draft excludes females. I think women, who now make up 12 percent of the 
military, should also be drafted.

– Raymond P. Toczek, Chicago

The Magazine for a Strong America
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‘A Salute to Military Fathers’
Your feature on military fathers 

(June) is great. My comment 
regards Bob Weger, the veteran 
who at age 82 continues to see 
that local veterans are buried 
with military honors. My family 
and I had the fortune of being 
part of a graveside military 
funeral in April for Jim Long-
shore, an Army infantryman who 
served in World War II. There, 
veterans like Mr. Weger conduct-
ed a moving service with a 
21-gun salute. I cannot tell you 
how comforting that was, and 
how proud Jim’s children and 
grandchildren were. Those who 
honor veterans make quite a 
sacrifi ce, and I want them to 
know we appreciate them.

– Ellen Longshore, Alexandria, Ky.

Thank you for publishing my 
daughter’s Father’s Day letter. I 
am very proud of her. However, I 
would like to point out that the 
Air Force does not have com-
mand sergeant majors. That’s an 
Army rank of E-9. CMSGT stands 
for chief master sergeant, an Air 
Force title for the E-9 grade.

– Robert L. Snyder, Sheridan, Ark.

Pro-growth policies?
In June’s Big Issues, Sen. Judd 

Gregg, R-N.H., says the Demo-
cratic majority opposes “pro-
growth tax policies that have 
benefi ted the economy.” He is 
referring to the Bush income-tax 
cuts for the wealthy, which have 
bankrupted our government, 
crippled our stock market, and 
contributed to a record number of 
home foreclosures and bankrupt-
cies. How, under any stretch of 
imagination, can these be 

considered “pro-growth” policies?
When President Reagan cut 

taxes on the lowest income 
brackets back in the 1980s, his 
tax cuts helped all Americans. 
As a result, the Reagan tax cuts 
ushered in the greatest era of 
growth and prosperity in our 
nation’s history.

We need to replace the Bush 
tax cuts with Reagan-style tax 
cuts as soon as possible.

– Ken Close, Toledo, Ohio

Boys in uniform
I saw the illustration on the 

cover of the June magazine 
depicting a young boy wearing 
a military uniform. It reminded 
me of a picture I took in Vietnam 
in 1967 of a little Vietnamese 
boy wearing my uniform shirt 
and helmet. I returned to Viet-
nam last March and revisited 
his family’s village. It brought 
back many memories of little 
Long Duc III and his family. 
The cover illustration only 
reinforced those memories.

I was very close to the family 
and was saddened to learn on 
my return to Vietnam that all 
had passed away. I did fi nd three 
people in the village who 
remembered me, and we had a 
fi ne time looking at old pictures 
over lunch. It is healthy for an 
old sergeant to remember that 
there were good times during the 
Vietnam War.

– Eric Cortez, Eureka, Calif.

Some covers of The American 
Legion Magazine are excellent. 
Some are even great. But the 
June cover illustration saluting 
military fathers is outstanding.

– Phillip Berman, Springfi eld, Mass.

‘Saddle Magic’
I extend my appreciation to 

The American Legion Magazine
and author Ken Olsen for pub-
lishing “Saddle Magic” (June). 
As a co-founder of the Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center 
therapeutic riding program at 
Fort Myer, Va., and a member of 
the North American Riding for 
the Handicapped Association’s 
“Horses for Heroes” task force, I 
am very pleased with the article.

Thank you for highlighting the 
benefi ts to veterans of working 
with horses.

– Larry D. Pence, Fredericksburg, Va.

‘Rescue in Afghanistan’
Richard Miniter’s article (May) 

is beyond excellent. It is accu-
rate, detailed and presents us 
with a new generation of true-
grit American heroes. The spirits 
of the men of the Alamo and 
Corregidor now have company. 
God bless them.

– Richard B. Abell, Alexandria, Va.

Correction: U.S. Rep. Joe Wilson 
is misidentifi ed in an April 
article, “A Well-Regulated Mili-
tia,” and again in June. Wilson is 
the Republican congressman 
representing South Carolina’s 
Second District.

The Web site for The American 
Legion Children’s Home in Ponca 
City, Okla., was misprinted. 
www.americanlegionchildrens
home.org

oysys iinn unifiform

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verifi cation. All letters published are subject to editing.
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged.

The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206
magazine@legion.org
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YES. I wish to order the following exclusive Military Career Service
Ring, personalized with my initials and year dates of service.
PLEASE SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN.

Service: Army Navy Air Force Marine Corps

Career Insignia: Enter emblem #. See pictures & numbers above: ________
Call or visit www.Vetcom.com for additional Career and Division Insignias.

Ring Size: ___ Initials (3): ____ ____ ____ Svc. Yrs: _____to_____
(A ring size guide will be sent to you to assure proper fit. Or, you may check with your jeweler.)

I Need Send No Money Now.
I will be billed in four monthly installments of $49.75* each with the first
payment due prior to shipment. My satisfaction is completely guaranteed
or I may return my ring within 30 days for replacement or refund.
* Plus $14.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% state sales tax.

Shipping Address: (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.

Name: ______________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________

City:_____________________________ State:________ Zip: __________

Phone #: (___________) ________________________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________

Or, Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives™ Military Career Service Rings, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599

N6 N9
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MATE
QUARTER
MASTER

N13 N14

CRYPTOLOGIC
TECH

ELECTRONIC
TECH

N15

SUBMARINER
N1

N5N4

We are proud to introduce our new, exclusive
series of Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine

Corps Military Career Service rings, crafted with
solid 10 karat Gold, Sterling Silver detailed with
22 Karat Antiqued Gold and polished capstones.

• U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force or Marine Corps
in bold lettering surrounds a solid 10kt Gold
Service Emblem set on a brilliant capstone.
(Army Black Onyx, Navy & Air Force Sapphire Blue, Marine Corps Red)

• Your Service Career and Branch emblems are
featured on the sides (Marine Corps with
Iwo Jima Flag Raising, Air Force with Historic
Hap Arnold Insignia). (See choices at right and below)

• Inside band is solid and smooth for
maximum comfort. Our rings are
never hollowed out.

• Inside of band is engraved with your
initials and years of service.

• Thank You priced at just $199*,
with affordable payment plan available.

EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED TO HONOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY

ARMOR
A6

PARACHUTIST
A2 A4

A11 A12

A7 A8

A10

INTRODUCING OUR OFFICIAL ARMY, NAVY AIR FORCE & MARINE CORPS

MILITARY CAREER SERVICE RINGS
HANDCRAFTED IN AMERICA FEATURING YOUR SERVICE AND CAREER EMBLEMS

Navy Ring
shown with
NAVY SERVICE

UNITED STATES
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CAREER SERVICE

UNITED STATES

MARINE
CORPS

CAREER SERVICE

UNITED STATES

AIR
FORCE

CAREER SERVICE

UNITED STATES ARMYCAREER SERVICE

FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS, WATCHES & COLLECTIBLES VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM
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3RD MARINE
DIVISION

M1 M4
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4TH MARINE
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4TH MARINE
DIVISION

1ST MARINE
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FIRE
PROTECTION
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There’s a saying I once heard: “You can’t talk a hog into slaughtering 
itself.” I am not sure I believe that anymore, after the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s June decision to give detained enemy war combatants the ability 
to sue us in our own judicial system. Captured terrorists from foreign 
lands, or so the ruling suggests, have U.S. constitutional rights, just like 
you and me. Members of al-Qaeda, the Taliban and various other rogue 
cells committed to our destruction are now granted legal privileges 
previously enjoyed only by U.S. citizens.

The decision is what it is. And we must respect it. However, the 
5-4 ruling raises many chilling concerns about the future of America’s 
ability to fi ght and defend itself in a time of war.

The ruling punches a hole in the president’s wartime decision-making 
authority and subordinates Congress in order to give suspected terrorists 
their day in our courts. To extend the argument, the split-second battle-
fi eld decisions of U.S. offi cers and troops fi ghting in Iraq and Afghani-
stan may soon be – or may now be – infl uenced by the odds of winning 
in court, should it come to that. That’s a lot to ask of a soldier caught 
in a fi refi ght against an enemy without insignia, fl ag, military uniform 
or any respect for the Geneva Conventions. To shoot or not to shoot? 
To detain or let go? U.S. combat troops have to trust their training, 
instincts and morals, which are already far superior to those of any 
foe on the planet. 

As the high court’s decision was reported, I thought of Matt Maupin 
and his family. In 2004, the 20-year-old private fi rst class from Ohio 
was captured by insurgents in Iraq. He was riding in a fuel tanker as 
part of a 26-vehicle convoy between Balad and Baghdad International 
Airport when the ambush came. The last time the young Army reservist 
was seen alive, he was surrounded by masked gunmen in a video aired 
by Al Jazeera. Another video was later released depicting the execution 
of a U.S. soldier who may have been him. His parents spent four years 
in anguish, without word, not knowing, until their son’s remains 
were identifi ed using DNA testing last spring. 

Such is the courtroom of our enemies.
Maupin’s terrorist captors, who stormed out of private homes and 

roadside ditches in their ambush on the convoy, scoff at justice. 
They simply attack, capture, murder and make a public spectacle of it. 
That’s Terrorism 101.

We need to remember who the enemy is. The enemy hijacked four 
U.S. jetliners on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001, and killed thousands of 
innocent people. The enemy seized journalist Daniel Pearl and executed 
him in a cowardly act of public bravado in Pakistan; a terrorist at 
Guantanamo Bay took credit for that beheading in 2007. The enemy 
is not a soldier but a fanatical thug who, at Guantanamo Bay, is fed well, 
treated by doctors and dentists, given religious freedoms and recreation-
al activities. Those who are not dangerous are returned to their coun-
tries of origin. Those who remain devoted to our destruction, or are 
seriously suspected of it, remain in U.S. detention. It’s pretty simple, 
really. At least it was until the ruling in June. 

Our courts: terrorism’s new weapon

MEMORANDA

90TH NATIONAL CONVENTION: 
Phoenix is the home of the 
The American Legion’s 90th 
National Convention Aug. 22-28. 
Among this year’s highlights is a 
special event developed in lieu 
of an outdoor parade in the 
Arizona heat. “The American 
Legion Family Presents a Tribute 
to Service” will be a spectacular 
indoor event on Aug. 24 that will 
include a scaled-back indoor 
parade, a mass enlistment/
re-enlistment ceremony coordi-
nated by The American Legion 
Department of Arizona and the 
Arizona National Guard, a 
performance by the 
U.S. Marine Corps Silent Drill 
Team, and music by The 
Temptations Review and country 
artist Michael Peterson.

www.legion.org/national/
divisions/convention

AMERICAN LEGION 
BASEBALL WORLD SERIES:  
The 82nd American Legion 
Baseball World Series hits the 
diamond in Shelby, N.C., Aug. 
21-26. Regional champions from 
around the country will compete 
for the title. 

www.2008worldseries.com

National Commander 
Marty Conatser
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Colombia free-trade agreement

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, 
R- Fla. 

 Ros-Lehtinen is the ranking 
member on the House Committee 
on Foreign Aff airs.

SUPPORT
Rep. Phil Hare, 
D-Ill.

 Hare serves on the House 
Committee on Education and Labor, 
and Veterans Aff airs.

OPPOSE

From national security to global competitiveness, 
Congress’ treatment of the Colombia Free Trade 
Agreement will test U.S. integrity and commitment 
to enhancing democratic values throughout the 
Western Hemisphere.

Once on the verge of being a 
failed narco-state, Colombia, 
under the leadership of Presi-
dent Alvaro Uribe, has made 
an impressive effort to shut 
down once-dominant paramili-
taries and narco-guerrillas. 
Amid a growing tide of author-
itarian supremacy in the 
region, Uribe has courageously aligned Colombia 
with the United States and committed his country 
to the principles of a secure, more democratic 
society. A free-trade agreement would be the ideal 
next step in Colombia’s march toward establishing 
itself as a foothold for human rights and economic 
development in the region.

Despite the importance of the Colombia FTA, 
Congress appears positioned to sink it, citing 
reports of labor-rights issues and ongoing violence 
in the country. If we truly want to confront these 
transgressions, our aim should not be to punish 
Colombia for its accomplishments, but rather to 
reinforce them.

Under the Andean Trade Preference Act, drug-
producing or transit countries such as Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ecuador and Peru already enjoy signifi -
cant special-duty treatments on a multitude of 
exports to the United States. The Colombia FTA 
would make these preferences both mutual and 
permanent, benefi ting U.S. companies, too.

If our purpose is to strengthen security and 
better the lives of U.S. and Colombian citizens, we 
must pass this free-trade agreement and bind our 
countries together in the pursuit of democratic 
ideals and sustainable prosperity in the region.

CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 
The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121
The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was right to assert 
Congress’ constitutional authority over trade by 
waiving the ill-advised timetable for consideration 
of the U.S-Colombia Free Trade Agreement. 

The Colombia FTA would be bad for our eco-
nomic and national security, 
and undermine our commit-
ment to human rights 
around the world.

Like the Peru Free Trade 
Agreement that preceded it, 
the Colombia proposal is 
based on the fl awed NAFTA-
CAFTA model that led to the 

outsourcing of millions of high-paying U.S. jobs 
and virtually eliminated our nation’s manufactur-
ing industry.

This comes at a time when the United States is 
in recession. The economy lost 260,000 jobs alone 
in the fi rst half of 2008, and the Trade Adjustment 
Assistance program – a safety net for displaced 
workers – remains essentially dysfunctional. 
Passage of the Colombia FTA would add insult to 
injury for U.S. workers. 

The Colombia FTA is actually even worse than 
the Peru agreement, applying a failed trade model 
to a country that tolerates the systematic assassi-
nation of union organizers and collusion with 
paramilitary groups. 

Thirty-nine trade unionists were murdered 
in Colombia in 2007, and this year they are 
being killed at a rate of more than one per week. 
Of the more than 2,500 murders in Colombia 
since 1986, only 68 cases – about 3 percent – 
have resulted in convictions. Too often, the 
paramilitary organizations that carry out these 
attacks have close ties to President Alvaro Uribe.

We should not consider the Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement until all of these concerns are 
adequately addressed. 

THE HEART OF THE ISSUE

Supporters say the Colombia Free Trade 
Agreement will bolster human rights and 

economic development in the region. 
Critics fear it will lead to the outsourcing 
of more U.S. jobs and further erosion of 

our nation’s manufacturing industry.
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Have You Or A Loved One Suffered From

MESOTHELIOMA
After Working Around

ASBESTOS?

TOLL FREE 1-877-838-6376

Lawyers at Fleming & Associates are licensed in TX with principal offices in Houston, TX and associate with experienced lawyers throughout the U.S.

1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 3030
Houston, TX 77056-3019

www.fleming-law.com

Mesothelioma has been conclusively linked with
exposure to asbestos and asbestos-containing prod-
ucts. Millions of hardworking men and women in
the military that worked with and around asbestos
and asbestos-containing products may be affected. 

If you or someone you know have been diagnosed
with mesothelioma or lung cancer, you may be able
to file a legal claim against the asbestos industry
and collect significant financial compensation.

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO
MONEY DAMAGESMONEY DAMAGES

CALL NOW 1-877-VET-MESO

CALL TOLL FREE 1-877-VET-MESO
(1-877-838-6376)
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COPS UNDER FIRE PS
Matthew Everett
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POLICE LINE DO NOT C

BY SUE RUSSELL

Homicide investigator David Taylor eased 
his Ford LTD down a dirt road some-

where in Florida’s Ocala National Forest. 
It was July 7, 1990 – the middle of the rainy 
season. Fresh clouds were rolling in, and 
thunder crashed in the distance. Taylor 
knew he was about to become drenched.

He had a grim job to do, and he felt confi -
dent in his ability to get it done. Growing up 
in Upshur County, W.Va., riveted by “Hawaii 
Five-0” and “Gunsmoke,” he’d hungered to be 
where he was at this moment: a cop working 
a possible murder. He’d gone from corrections 
offi cer to beat cop to homicide detective. 
He was living his dream.

The Florida sky fi lled with rain as Taylor 
pulled up to the crime scene. A newborn 
baby had apparently been burned to death. 
The rain-soaked ground had Taylor worried 
until he saw that a deputy had covered the 
tiny body with plastic. A good call. Without 
the plastic, Taylor said, “everything on the 
outside of the baby that was evidentiary in 
nature would have been washed down into 
the crevices of the earth.” 

The teenager who called in the crime, 
Louann Wagner, 17, was calm. She said she 
knew nothing about the baby other than her 
discovery of the body. But the case turned 
when Louann told local reporters the baby 

was a boy, and that he was already dead 
before someone lit the fi re. “How could she 
know the baby was a boy?” Taylor recalls. 
“It was wrapped up all the way to the chin. 
How did she know it was dead prior to the 
fi re? We had no way of knowing that. How did 
she know factual details that we didn’t know?” 

Confronted, Louann quickly confessed. 
After her stunned parents consented to a 
home search, the detectives discovered that 
the teenager had given birth on her bed, then 
fl ipped the mattress. “She’d wrapped the 
baby up, put it in the bag, stuffed it full of 
paper, walked down the road, then actually 
set the paper on fi re,” Taylor recalls. The 
teenager was tried as an adult and convicted 
of second-degree murder. 

Seventeen years later, Taylor cites the 
Wagner case when teaching classes to 
law-enforcement personnel. David Taylor is 
one former cop among many who works in 
a growing support industry for police offi cers; 
about 60,000 are assaulted per year, and one 
is killed every 57 hours in the line of duty. 
Beyond physical safety, mental health is also 
risked by those who investigate, day in and 
day out, the unexpected horrors of crimes no 
one can explain.

Police offi cers are under siege in America, 
facing a dramatic rise in shootings and 

Among other challenges, America’s police offi  cers face 
a disturbing rise in aggression toward law enforcement.
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other attacks. In 2007, 69 offi cers died from 
gunshots. Altogether, 188 offi cers were killed last 
year, up from 145 in 2006.

Fifty-fi ve percent of U.S. law-enforcement 
agencies have 10 offi cers or fewer, and many never 
see or work a homicide case. But they all have to 
be trained and prepared for such an event. Be-
cause police agencies face serious liability prob-
lems if they fail to train their offi cers properly, 
demand for outside training services is high. 

Taylor, retired from law enforcement but now 
armed with a law degree, teaches for the Public 
Agency Training Council, a private police- and fi re-
service training fi rm. He also has his own online 
training company, the National Center for Public 
Safety Training. Outside training, he says, is 
essential for successful police work and therapeu-
tic for those who face the sometimes-gruesome 
realities of the job.

“I don’t want to say it’s open season, but I don’t 
think we’re too far from it,” Taylor says. “You 
always anticipate danger. You just don’t anticipate 
every car you stop, someone’s going to emerge 
with a gun.” Taylor says he’s never had to shoot 
anyone, but he’s been threatened, hit, sucker-
punched in the head, and shot at twice.

Brian Litz, a K-9 offi cer for the Ocala police, was 
killed in 2004 during a well-being check on a 
mentally unstable man. Litz had attended Taylor’s 
homicide classes. “When Brian went up to the door 
to check on him,” Taylor says, “the guy was in the 
middle of one of his delusions and cranked off a 
round through the window. Shot the deputy in the 
neck right above the vest. One of my best friends, 
Deputy Bob Campbell, risked his life to try to save 
him, but Litz was dead in seconds.”

A cop’s work is often a thankless task. Cases 
of police-offi cer misconduct, corruption or brutal-
ity represent a tiny percentage of the roughly 
800,000 offi cers nationwide. When those issues 
arise, they make headlines, often drowning out 
public gratitude for the work they do.

“Sure, there’ll be one or two (who) slip through 
the cracks,” Taylor says. “Overall, law enforcement 
is a very caring organization of people. The vast 
majority of cops deeply care about what goes on 
in your backyard. They are married, have families, 
they’re involved in the community. It’s sad when 
a good cop goes bad, because the well is poi-
soned, and it takes a while to purge that from 
people’s minds.” 

Taylor’s homicide and death-investigation classes 
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Scenario: When one man 
stabbed another in the face 
with scissors, part of a blade 
snapped off. In return, the 
victim bit his assailant, leaving 
a chunk of his fl esh on the fl oor. 
Is there any such thing as a 
perfect crime? 

David Taylor uses this case to 
illustrate the transfer-and-
exchange theory of evidence, 
which says the bad guy always 
leaves something behind at the 
crime scene and takes 
something else away. In this 
case, an X-ray revealed the 
broken-off scissor blade 
embedded inside the victim’s 
face. And the victim left a bite 
wound in his assailant’s chest. 
Later, the broken scissors were 
found in the suspect’s home. 
With DNA testing, a bite 
would also have provided 
blood and bodily fl uids that 
could be tested.

What would you do?
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are fi lled with detectives and uniformed offi cers 
who often face potentially life-threatening situa-
tions, make split-second decisions and handle 
horrifi c crime scenes. Taylor teaches them numer-
ous unpleasant facts: time-of-death estimates, skin 
slippage, body leakage, recognizing a brass-knuck-
le imprint on a child’s head. 

The strains can be immense. Police offi cers have 
higher-than-average rates of alcoholism, drug use, 
domestic abuse, depression and suicide. Former 
cops such as Taylor have taken up that issue, too. 
One of them is the Rev. Robert E. Douglas, Jr., 
executive director of the National Police Suicide 
Foundation (NPSF), a former Baltimore police 
offi cer and longtime pastor to law enforcement. 
Discussing medical treatment, Douglas draws a 
parallel between police offi cers and combat troops.

“We’re not taking care of our soldiers coming 
back from Iraq, and we’re not taking care of our 
police offi cers,” he says, pointing out that more 
offi cers take their own lives than die on the job. 
According to NPSF statistics, a police offi cer 
commits suicide about every 19 hours in the 
United States. 

“I’ve been doing this 18 years now, and every 
time I give a lecture, at least one or two in the 
room are fantasizing about suicide,” Douglas says. 
“They will leave me notes or call me in my room.” 
They are offi cers with a story to tell, a nightmare 
to share, images they cannot shake – traumatized 
without knowing where to turn for treatment.

“We’re the forgotten soldiers,” Douglas says. 
“These offi cers are wonderful men and women, 
but they are in some deep stuff, more than any 
average citizen can possibly comprehend.” 

The public, meanwhile, expects police offi cers 
to be invincible, and they try to live up to that 
expectation. “They sometimes have that mind set 
of no one else is going to understand what they’re 
going through,” Douglas says. “You’ve got to be 
police to understand.”

Infi delity is a frequent manifestation of 
depression, he says, and it’s common among 
police offi cers, who can be stubborn about seeking 
help. “These young men and women did not come 
into this profession with this kind of attitude or 
disposition, or anxiety,” Douglas says. “It is 
something that we do as we train them. We turn 
them into warriors.” 

Although nearly 95 percent of the 1,300 offi cer 
suicides over the past three years were attributed 
to relationship issues, Douglas believes those 
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Scenario: Firefi ghters found a 
body charred beyond 
recognition inside a burning 
Chevy Malibu on a Florida farm. 
Taylor and his colleagues noted 
that the vehicle was in reverse 
and backed into a shed, part of 
which had collapsed. Yet the 
driver’s foot was depressing the 
accelerator, and a dip in the 
ground beneath both back tires 
suggested they had been 
spinning fast. Only dental 
records could identify the victim 
as the homeowner. Should 
detectives have treated this 
case as a homicide, suicide or 
accident? 

“Every death investigation 
should be treated as if it was a 
homicide, although evidence 
may soon take you down 
another path,” Taylor says. 
Nothing indicated that the 
homeowner tried to exit the 
vehicle: the door was closed, he 
was upright in the driver’s seat. 
But why hadn’t he released the 
accelerator? “As in medicine, 
history helps with the current 
diagnosis. He had a prior heart 
condition and the autopsy 
showed that he was probably 
dead, or close to it, before the 
fi re broke out.” With no evidence 
of suicide or homicide, the death 
was ruled accidental.

What would you do?

Corbis
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issues are generally connected to job pressure. He 
supports family seminars as a tool to ease offi cer 
transition from work to home. 

Douglas also estimates that about 20 percent 
of U.S. law-enforcement offi cers are suffering 
from PTSD. “The remaining 80 percent have 
cumulative career trauma stress, or CCTS,” he 
says. “That’s the everyday stresses: alarms going 
off, shoplifting, fi ghting, being jumped, whatever 
the case may be.” 

Such job conditions take a toll on recruitment 
and retention. 

“People say, ‘I don’t want to do it,’” acknowledg-
es retired Sgt. Jeffrey Church, a former police 
sergeant and U.S. Air Force Reserve offi cer who 
now owns and operates Diversity Recruiting 
Specialists. “They say, ‘You get sued, you get beat 
up, you get shot, you get killed.’ It might not be as 
dangerous as people think, but it is dangerous.

“Some people have that adventure gene where 
they’re willing to take the risk,” Church says. 
“Others don’t. We’re seeing more and more rifl es 
and long guns, more and more disrespect for the 
police. (Criminals) know they’re not going to be 
punished, and jail seems to be a revolving door, 
so we are seeing people who just aren’t afraid of 
the police any more.”

So desperate is the need for new blood that 
recruiters in California, Texas and Florida, for 
example, scout in one another’s states. Police 
offi cers sometimes get referral fees for putting 
forward candidates, and new recruits sometimes 
get signing bonuses. Pay varies widely among 
locations.

Ultimately, recruitment and retention may hinge 
more on marketing than money. “South Dakota 
can’t compete with the wages in San Jose, so they 
don’t even try,” he says. “What you sell there is a 
sense of family, clean air and cheap houses. 
There’s a lot more to it than money.”

Like service in the U.S. Armed Forces, domestic 
law enforcement is a duty only a few are capable 
of fulfi lling – often with great sacrifi ce – to protect 
others. Today, as more police offi cers are falling 
in the line of duty, the question arises: who will 
protect the protectors? Former cops such as Da-
vid Taylor, Robert E. Douglas Jr., and Jeffrey 
Church are doing what they can to help answer 
that question. 

Sue Russell is a freelance writer living in California.
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What would you do?

Scenario: The 1978 death of 
Sharon Reeves, wife of Jack 
Reeves of Arlington, Texas, was 
ruled a suicide. Investigators 
and the medical examiner’s 
offi ce determined that she ended 
her own life with a 20-gauge 
shotgun, most likely pulling the 
trigger with her toes. An injury 
between her toes supported the 
theory. Reeves’ second wife also 
died, drowning in three feet 
of water at Lake Whitney. 
Her death raised suspicions, 
but she was cremated. The 
disappearance of Reeves’ third 
wife, Emelita, a mail-order bride 
from the Philippines, led offi cers 
to reopen the investigation of 
Sharon Reeves’ death. What 
should the original investigators 
have done differently?

Taylor uses this famous case to 
show the pitfalls in determining 
suicides. There are several key 
elements to consider, including 
motive and whether the weapon 
or instrument that killed the 
person is at the scene. (It should 
be, but its absence doesn’t rule 
out suicide, since family 
members sometimes clean up 
such scenes out of shame or 
embarrassment.) But was it 
physically possible for Sharon’s 
injuries to have been self-
infl icted? When her body was 
exhumed, the acute, downward 
angle of the shot’s entry was 
judged too steep to be the result 
of a self-infl icted wound.

Wh t ld d ?

Corbis

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   AUGUST 200816

Page 16



©2008 BGE  
01-04235-001-BINP

The history of the United States Marine Corps
is renowned all over the world, and their
motto of Semper Fidelis—Always Faithful—is
as much a part of their timeless legacy as their
heroics in the air, on land, and sea.

HAND-CRAFTED FOR HOURS OF INSPIRATION

Pay tribute to the Marines every hour of your day with
the USMC Hour of Pride cuckoo clock, featuring artist
Glen Green and James Griffin’s imagery of Marine

Corps heroism. It is crafted with a real wood case
and sculpted artist’s resin adornments including

the U.S. and Marine Corps flags and a sculp-
tural Eagle, Globe and Anchor.  And, every

hour, the door at the top of the cabinet
opens and a sculptural Devil Dog

emerges.  

STRICTLY LIMITED, 
ORDER TODAY!

S t rong  demand  i s
expected and orders
wil l  be l imited to

ONE per customer, so
act now to acquire USMC Hour of
Pride at its $149.95* issue price,
payable in five monthly installments
of $29.99 each, the first payment due
before shipment. Your purchase is
backed by a 365-day guarantee. Send
no money now. Just mail the
Reservation Application today!

RESERVATION APPLICATION
THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE_______________________________________
9345 Mi lwaukee  Avenue  ·  N i les ,  IL  60714-1393

YES. Please reserve USMC Hour of Pride for me
as described in this announcement.
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly

*Plus a total of $15.99 shipping and service. Limited-edition presentation
restricted to 295 crafting days. Please allow  4-8 weeks after initial payment for
shipment. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

Sculptural Devil Dog emerges every

hour on the hour

Clock case shown
smaller than actual

size of appr. 18
inches tall x 3 inches
deep; measures appr.
24 inches tall with

pendulum and 
pine cones.

Requires two “D”
and one “AA” 

battery, not included.

Decorated with
the United
States and

Marine Corps
flags in 
sculpted

artist’s resin

Neither the United States Marine Corps nor any other
component of the Department of Defense has approved,

endorsed or authorized this product.

HEROES FOR ALL TIME

Striking imagery 
of USMC pride  
is presented in a 

hand-crafted 
cuckoo clock
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The Fighting 69thThe Fighting 69th
Guardsman chronicles the kind of transformation only combat can provide.

On the eve of Sept. 11, 2001, New York City’s 
famous National Guard regiment, the Fighting 

69th Infantry, was not fi t for duty. Most of its 
soldiers were immigrant kids with no military 
experience, and no intention of serving any longer 
than it took to get a paycheck or college credit. 
Once an all-Irish outfi t, the 69th was now a mix of 
Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, Colombians, African 
Americans, Russians, Poles, Koreans, Chinese and, 
still, a few Irish soldiers. Their uniforms were 
incomplete, and their equipment was downright 
derelict. From an armory in a part of New York 
where drug peddlers and prostitutes often engaged 
in their trades, the soldiers hurried to formation 
– one day removed from the terrorist attacks that 
would turn America’s future on a dime. The 
thought of deploying such a unit was laughable. 
But that’s exactly what happened. 

Sean Flynn, himself a member of the 69th, 
memorably chronicles in “The Fighting 69th” what 

happened next: the transformation of a motley 
band of amateur soldiers into battle-hardened 
troops patrolling one of the most lethal quarters in 
Baghdad: the notorious Airport Road, a blood-
soaked strand that grabbed headlines and became 
a bellwether for progress in post-invasion Iraq. At 
home on the concrete and asphalt, like no other 
unit in the U.S. Army, Gotham’s Fighting 69th 
brought its own rough justice to this lawless 
precinct of the war by using street-fi ghting tactics 
they grew up with. 

This book is more than a story about the impact 
of terrorism or the war in Iraq. It is the story of 
how regular citizens come to grips with challenges 
far starker than what they been prepared for. 
Flynn’s dark humor, empathy and candor make for 
a fresh look at who our soldiers are, and what they 
do when faced with their toughest challenges.

The author served as a company commander 
with the Fighting 69th, from Ground Zero through 

BY MATHEW B. TULLY

 Soldiers from New York City’s National Guard regiment, the 
“Fighting 69th,” prepare to search a suspect vehicle on Route Irish, 
the highway between Baghdad International Airport and the 
Green Zone. During its deployment to Iraq, the unit provided 
security for the dangerous stretch of road. Corbis
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Make a habit of breathing better

If you have a history of smoking and breathing

problems, it could be COPD (chronic obstructive

pulmonary disease). COPD includes chronic

bronchitis, emphysema or both.

Ask your doctor about SPIRIVA, because it:

▲ Is the only once-daily, inhaled maintenance
 prescription treatment for both forms of COPD

▲ Significantly improves lung function by keeping
 airways open

▲ Helps you breathe better for a full 24 hours

▲ Is not a steroid

You are encouraged to report negative side effects

of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.

gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

SPIRIVA does not replace fast-acting inhalers for

sudden symptoms. Do not swallow the SPIRIVA

capsule. The most common side effect of SPIRIVA

is dry mouth. Others include constipation and

problems passing urine. Tell your doctor about

your medicines, including eye drops, and illnesses

like glaucoma, urinary and prostate problems.

These may worsen with SPIRIVA. If you have

vision changes, eye pain, your breathing suddenly

worsens, you get hives, or your throat or tongue

swells, stop taking SPIRIVA and contact your doctor.

For more information: 1.877.SPIRIVA or SPIRIVA.COM

People with COPD breathe better with SPIRIVA.

Please see brief summary of full Prescribing Information on reverse.
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Spiriva®a HandiHaler®
(tiotropium bromide inhalation powder)

Brief Summary of Prescribing Information
FOR ORAL INHALATION ONLY 
DO NOT SWALLOW SPIRIVA CAPSULES
INDICATIONS AND USAGE
SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is indicated for the long-term,
once-daily, maintenance treatment of bronchospasm associated with chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD), including chronic bronchitis and emphysema.
CONTRAINDICATIONS
SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is contraindicated in patients with
a history of hypersensitivity to atropine or its derivatives, including ipratropium, or to any com-
ponent of this product.
WARNINGS
SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is intended as a once-daily main-
tenance treatment for COPD and is not indicated for the initial treatment of acute episodes of
bronchospasm, i.e., rescue therapy.
Immediate hypersensitivity reactions, including angioedema, may occur after administration of
SPIRIVA. If such a reaction occurs, therapy with SPIRIVA should be stopped at once and alter-
native treatments should be considered.
Inhaled medicines, including SPIRIVA, may cause paradoxical bronchospasm. If this occurs,
treatment with SPIRIVA should be stopped and other treatments considered.
PRECAUTIONS
General
As an anticholinergic drug, SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) may potentially wors-
en symptoms and signs associated with narrow-angle glaucoma, prostatic hyperplasia or bladder-rr
neck obstruction and should be used with caution in patients with any of these conditions.
As a predominantly renally excreted drug, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment (cre-
atinine clearance of ≤50 mL/min) treated with SPIRIVA should be monitored closely (see CLINI-
CAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special Populations, Renally-impaired Patients).
Information for Patients
It is important for patients to understand how to correctly administer SPIRIVA capsules using
the HandiHaler inhalation device (see Patient’s Instructions for Use). SPIRIVA capsules
should only be administered via the HandiHaler device and the HandiHaler device should not
be used for administering other medications. The contents of SPIRIVA capsules are for oral
inhalation only and must not be swallowed.
Capsules should always be stored in sealed blisters. Remove only one capsule immediately
before use, or its effectiveness may be reduced. Additional capsules that are exposed to air
(i.e., not intended for immediate use) should be discarded.
Eye pain or discomfort, blurred vision, visual halos or colored images in association with red
eyes from conjunctival congestion and corneal edema may be signs of acute narrow-angle
glaucoma. Should any of these signs and symptoms develop, consult a physician immediate-
ly. Miotic eye drops alone are not considered to be effective treatment.
Care must be taken not to allow the powder to enter into the eyes as this may cause blurring
of vision and pupil dilation.
SPIRIVA HandiHaler is a once-daily maintenance bronchodilator and should not be used for
immediate relief of breathing problems, i.e., as a rescue medication.
Drug Interactions
SPIRIVA has been used concomitantly with other drugs commonly used in COPD without
increases in adverse drug reactions. These include short-acting and long-acting sympatho-
mimetic (beta-agonists) bronchodilators, methylxanthines, and oral and inhaled steroids.
However, the co-administration of SPIRIVA with other anticholinergic-containing drugs (e.g.,
ipratropium) has not been studied and is therefore not recommended.
Drug/Laboratory Test Interactions
None known.
Carcinogenesis, Mutagenesis, Impairment of Fertility
No evidence of tumorigenicity was observed in a 104-week inhalation study in rats at tiotropi-
um doses up to 0.059 mg/kg/day, in an 83-week inhalation study in female mice at doses up
to 0.145 mg/kg/day, and in a 101-week inhalation study in male mice at doses up to 0.002
mg/kg/day. These doses correspond to 25, 35, and 0.5 times the Recommended Human Daily
Dose (RHDD) on a mg/m2 basis, respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated
due to difficulties in measuring deposited doses in animal inhalation studies.
Tiotropium bromide demonstrated no evidence of mutagenicity or clastogenicity in the following
assays: the bacterial gene mutation assay, the V79 Chinese hamster cell mutagenesis assay, the
chromosomal aberration assays in human lymphocytes in vitro and mouse micronucleus forma-
tion in vivo, and the unscheduled DNA synthesis in primary rat hepatocytes in vitro assay.
In rats, decreases in the number of corpora lutea and the percentage of implants were noted
at inhalation tiotropium doses of 0.078 mg/kg/day or greater (approximately 35 times the
RHDD on a mg/m2 basis). No such effects were observed at 0.009 mg/kg/day (approximately
4 times than the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis). The fertility index, however, was not affected at
inhalation doses up to 1.689 mg/kg/day (approximately 760 times the RHDD on a mg/m2

basis). These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring deposit-
ed doses in animal inhalation studies.
Pregnancy
Pregnancy Category C.
No evidence of structural alterations was observed in rats and rabbits at inhalation tiotropium
doses of up to 1.471 and 0.007 mg/kg/day, respectively. These doses correspond to approxi-
mately 660 and 6 times the recommended human daily dose (RHDD) on a mg/m2

p
basis.

However, in rats, fetal resorption, litter loss, decreases in the number of live pups at birth and
the mean pup weights, and a delay in pup sexual maturation were observed at inhalation
tiotropium doses of ≥0.078 mg/kg (approximately 35 times the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis). In
rabbits, an increase in post-implantation loss was observed at an inhalation dose of 0.4
mg/kg/day (approximately 360 times the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis). Such effects were not
observed at inhalation doses of 0.009 and up to 0.088 mg/kg/day in rats and rabbits, respec-
tively. These doses correspond to approximately 4 and 80 times the RHDD on a mg/m2 basis,
respectively. These dose multiples may be over-estimated due to difficulties in measuring
deposited doses in animal inhalation studies.
There are no adequate and well-controlled studies in pregnant women. SPIRIVA should be
used during pregnancy only if the potential benefit justifies the potential risk to the fetus.
Use in Labor and Delivery
The safety and effectiveness of SPIRIVA has not been studied during labor and delivery.
Nursing Mothers
Clinical data from nursing women exposed to tiotropium are not available. Based on lactating
rodent studies, tiotropium is excreted into breast milk. It is not known whether tiotropium is
excreted in human milk, but because many drugs are excreted in human milk and given these
findings in rats, caution should be exercised if SPIRIVA is administered to a nursing woman.
Pediatric Use
SPIRIVA HandiHaler is approved for use in the maintenance treatment of bronchospasm
associated with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, including chronic bronchitis and
emphysema. This disease does not normally occur in children. The safety and effectiveness of
SPIRIVA in pediatric patients have not been established.
Geriatric Use
Of the total number of patients who received SPIRIVA in the 1-year clinical trials, 426 were
<65 years, 375 were 65–74 years and 105 were ≥75 years of age. Within each age subgroup, 

there were no differences between the proportion of patients with adverse events in the 
SPIRIVA (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) and the comparator groups for most events. Dry 
mouth increased with age in the SPIRIVA group (differences from placebo were 9.0%, 17.1%, 
and 16.2% in the aforementioned age subgroups). A higher frequency of constipation and uri-
nary tract infections with increasing age was observed in the SPIRIVA group in the placebo-con-
trolled studies. The differences from placebo for constipation were 0%, 1.8%, and 7.8% for each 
of the age groups. The differences from placebo for urinary tract infections were –0.6%, 4.6%
and 4.5%. No overall differences in effectiveness were observed among these groups. Based on 
available data, no adjustment of SPIRIVA dosage in geriatric patients is warranted.
ADVERSE REACTIONS
Of the 2,663 patients in the four 1-year and two 6-month controlled clinical trials, 1,308 were 
treated with SPIRIVA at the recommended dose of 18 mcg once a day. Patients with narrow 
angle glaucoma, or symptomatic prostatic hypertrophy or bladder outlet obstruction were 
excluded from these trials.
The most commonly reported adverse drug reaction was dry mouth. Dry mouth was usually mild 
and often resolved during continued treatment. Other reactions reported in individual patients and 
consistent with possible anticholinergic effects included constipation, increased heart rate, blurred 
vision, glaucoma, urinary difficulty, and urinary retention.
Four multicenter, 1-year, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. Table 1 
shows all adverse events that occurred with a frequency of ≥3% in the SPIRIVA group in the 1-year 
placebo-controlled trials where the rates in the SPIRIVA group exceeded placebo by ≥1%. The fre-
quency of corresponding events in the ipratropium-controlled trials is included for comparison.

Table 1 Adverse Experience Incidence (% Patients) in One-Year-COPD Clinical Trials
Body System (Event) Placebo-Controlled Trials Ipratropium-Controlled Trials

SPIRIVA Placebo SPIRIVA Ipratropium
 [n = 550] [n = 371] [n = 356] [n = 179]

Body as a Whole    
Accidents 13 11 5 8
Chest Pain (non-specifi c) 7 5 5 2

 Edema, Dependent 5 4 3 5

Gastrointestinal System Disorders   
 Abdominal Pain 5 3 6 6
 Constipation 4 2 1 1
 Dry Mouth 16 3 12 6

Dyspepsia 6 5 1 1
Vomiting 4 2 1 2

Musculoskeletal System   
Myalgia  4  3  4  3

Resistance Mechanism Disorders
 Infection  4  3  1  3
 Moniliasis  4  2  3  2

Respiratory System (upper)
Epistaxis 4 2 1 1

 Pharyngitis 9 7 7 3
Rhinitis 6 5 3 2
Sinusitis 11 9 3 2
Upper Respiratory   

  Tract Infection 41 37 43 35

Skin and Appendage Disorders   
 Rash 4 2 2 2

Urinary System    
 Urinary Tract Infection 7 5 4 2

Arthritis, coughing, and influenza-like symptoms occurred at a rate of ≥3% in the SPIRIVA
treatment group, but were <1% in excess of the placebo group.
Other events that occurred in the SPIRIVA group at a frequency of 1–3% in the placebo-con-
trolled trials where the rates exceeded that in the placebo group include: Body as a Whole:
allergic reaction, leg pain; Central and Peripheral Nervous System: dysphonia, paresthesia;
Gastrointestinal System Disorders: gastrointestinal disorder not otherwise specified (NOS), 
gastroesophageal reflux, stomatitis (including ulcerative stomatitis); Metabolic and Nutritional
Disorders: hypercholesterolemia, hyperglycemia; Musculoskeletal System Disorders: skeletal
pain; Cardiac Events: angina pectoris (including aggravated angina pectoris); Psychiatric
Disorder: depression; Infections: herpes zoster; Respiratory System Disorder (Upper): laryn-
gitis; Vision Disorder: cataract. In addition, among the adverse events observed in the clinical
trials with an incidence of <1% were atrial fibrillation, supraventricular tachycardia, angioede-
ma, and urinary retention.
In the 1-year trials, the incidence of dry mouth, constipation, and urinary tract infection increased 
with age (see PRECAUTIONS, Geriatric Use).
Two multicenter, 6-month, controlled studies evaluated SPIRIVA in patients with COPD. The 
adverse events and the incidence rates were similar to those seen in the 1-year controlled trials.
The following adverse reactions have been identified during worldwide post-approval use of 
SPIRIVA: application site irritation (glossitis, mouth ulceration, and pharyngolaryngeal pain),
dizziness, dysphagia, epistaxis, hoarseness, intestinal obstruction including ileus paralytic,
intraocular pressure increased, oral candidiasis, palpitations, pruritus, tachycardia, throat irri-
tation, and urticaria.
DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION
SPIRIVA capsules must not be swallowed as the intended effects on the lungs will not 
be obtained. The contents of the capsules are for oral inhalation only (see OVER-
DOSAGE section).
The recommended dosage of SPIRIVA HandiHaler (tiotropium bromide inhalation powder) is 
the inhalation of the contents of one SPIRIVA capsule, once-daily, with the HandiHaler inhala-
tion device (see Patient’s Instructions for Use).
No dosage adjustment is required for geriatric, hepatically-impaired, or renally-impaired 
patients. However, patients with moderate to severe renal impairment given SPIRIVA should 
be monitored closely (see CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY, Pharmacokinetics, Special
Populations and PRECAUTIONS).
HOW SUPPLIED
The following packages are available:
carton containing 5 SPIRIVA capsules (1 unit-dose blister card) and
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-75)
carton containing 30 SPIRIVA capsules (3 unit-dose blister cards) and
1 HandiHaler inhalation d evice (NDC 0597-0075-41) 
carton containing 90 SPIRIVA capsules (9 unit-dose blister cards) and
1 HandiHaler inhalation device (NDC 0597-0075-47)

SV-BS (12-07)
65626/US/3

SPU00227 SV45931

Copyright ©2008, Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved. (3/08)

If you or someone you know needs help paying for medicine, 
call 1-888-4PPA-NOW (1-888-477-2669).  Or go to www.pparx.org
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the Iraq war. He is now on active duty with 
the National Guard’s 42nd Infantry Division, 
based in Troy, N.Y. 

At a recent book signing, Flynn spoke with 
The American Legion Magazine about “The 
Fighting 69th.”

Q: What makes “The Fighting 69th” stand out 
from other war books and, specifi cally, other 
books about the Iraq war?
A: Most nonfi ction books about the war can 
generally be divided into two categories: 
journalistic narratives, such as Evan Wright’s 
“Generation Kill,” and memoirs, such as 
Marcus Luttrell’s “Lone Survivor.” By writing 
“The Fighting 69th” in the third person, and 
focusing on the soldiers who most shaped the 
unit’s experiences from Ground Zero to 
Baghdad, I have combined the objective 
storytelling strengths of a journalistic narra-
tive with the detailed descriptions and 
grunt-level perspectives of a memoir. Not 
only did I interview soldiers who responded 
to the attacks on 9/11 and who were blown 
up in Iraq – I experienced both events myself. 
One reviewer described me as “the ultimate 

embed,” and I think that sums up my ap-
proach well. 

Q: How did you select the main characters in 
the book?
A: I asked my fellow company commanders 
and other key staff offi cers and NCOs whom I 
worked with at both Ground Zero and Iraq 
which soldiers they thought had the most 
infl uence on the unit during the time frame, 
and which soldiers they thought would best 
represent the experience of the Fighting 69th 
as a whole. No single offi cer had more of an 
impact than Col. Geoff Slack. Not only was 
he the commander during the entire odyssey, 
but he had been forcing his brand of military 
leadership and values onto the unit since he 
arrived in 1991. Sgt. Jay Olmo was likewise 
an easy selection to represent the soldiers’ 
perspective. A second-generation Hispanic 
soldier who grew up in a housing project, his 
background is typical of many in the modern-
day Fighting 69th. More importantly, Olmo 
has all the moxie, irreverence and humble 
pride of the soldiers who have comprised the 
69th since its founding in 1851.

1851

1865

1918On Oct. 12, the Second 
Regiment of Irish Volunteers 
is made part of the New York 
State Militia and designated 
as the 69th Regiment.

Sent to France as part of the American 
Expeditionary Force, the 69th is 
redesignated the 165th Infantry 
Regiment and sees heavy combat with 
the 42nd “Rainbow” Division. AP photo

During the Civil War, 
the 69th serves in 
every major eastern 
campaign, from Bull 
Run to Appomattox.
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NOTIFICATION: LEGISLATED PRESIDENTIAL COIN CHANGE

New federal law triggers free giveaway of last  
“In God We Trust” edge engraved dollar coins
Soon to be eliminated Presidential Dollar Coins with edge engraved “In God We Trust”
Free to all those who order highly sought after Presidential Vault Tubes for just $32

GOING, GOING, GONE: You are looking at the last of the edge engraved “In God We Trust” 
Golden Presidential dollar coins ever minted because the new federal law prohibits them from ever 
being minted again. But now all those who beat the 7-day deadline and claim the set of six Presi-
dential Vault Tubes will get the first six Presidential Dollar coins and the silver vault box free. Beat 
the Order Deadline by calling the Claim Line at 1-800-503-8147.

By SHAWN OYLER
UNIVERSAL MEDIA SYNDICATE

(UMS) - Starting at precise-
ly 7:45 a.m. today, some of the 
last Presidential Coins mint-
ed with “In God We Trust” 
engraved on the edge by the 
U.S. Government are being 
handed out free to the public.

Readers are getting all six 
of the existing coins free with 
each complete set of six edge 
engraved vault tubes they 
claim.

So, who’s to thank for this 
massive giveaway effort? 
Well, it’s not the govern-
ment. It’s the privately held 
World Reserve Monetary 
Exchange.

The U.S. Government 
barely got started minting 
these Presidential coins with 
“In God We Trust” on the 
edge when federal law signed 
by the President required 
immediate preparation to 
remove “In God We Trust” 
from the edge. 

The first six Presidents 
that were minted in limited 
quantity are now out of pro-
duction and there will never 
be any more.

These were the first cir-
culating United States coins 
with edge markings since 
the legendary St. Gaudens 
Double Eagle and with the 
new law, they are likely to 
be worth even more than the 
three dollars The Official 
Red Book: A Guide to Unit-
ed States Coins already says 
each coin is worth. 

And we’ll even give you the 
direct Hotline to call so you 
can be among the first to get 
yours free right now.

Almost immediately after 
this bill became law, coins 
with “In God We Trust” be-
gan being snatched up by 
those in the know. Now these 
golden Presidential Dollars 
are harder to find than ever.

“It’s a miracle we even 

have these coins,” said Robert 
Castaldo, Executive Director 
of the World Reserve Mone-
tary Exchange, “it took the 
full power and resources of 
this privately held organiza-
tion to secure this hoard, and 
now we’re handing them over 
to all who cover the cost of the 
valuable crystal-clear Vault 
Tubes.”

People everywhere will be 
trying to get their hands on 
the last of these magnificent 
stacks of coins that still have 
“In God We Trust” on the 
edge. But only those who get 
in before the 7-day deadline 
are being handed one of the 
remaining brand new never-
circulated Presidential Dollar 
Coins free with every single 
$32 sealed vault tube.

The World Reserve is cop-

ing with the explosion of calls. 
So, don’t give up calling if 
you don’t get through the first 
time. Keep trying.

“We really jumped through 
hoops to set up special Hotlines 
in three Regional Distribution 
Zones in an effort to maintain 
order across the country. We 
feared the flood of calls could 
bring us to our knees but we 
are now equipped to handle 
everyone who is trying to get 
through to get the last of our 
vault tubes,” said Castaldo.

All this is happening be- 
cause the World Reserve has 
revealed it will release the last 
of its secretly located hoard 
of $20 million worth of never- 
circulated Presidential Coins 
in sealed vault tubes in an 
effort to prevent them from 
ever being introduced into 

commerce. It’s the best way 
to preserve their collector val-
ue as never-circulated coins. 

“This is what everyone 
wants but so few will actual-
ly have. So many will be left 
out in the cold or with ordi-
nary circulated coins if they 
can even find them in their 
bank change. That’s why we 
are so widely advertising our 
plans to give away some of the 
soon to be eliminated never-
circulated Presidential Coins 
with “In God We Trust” on the 
edge free,” said Castaldo.

Those who do beat the or-
der deadline will get one of 
the last Presidential Dollar 
Coins that still have “In God 
We Trust” on the edge free 
so they can handle it, show it 
off and still keep the valuable 
vault tube sealed and per-
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fectly intact. 
The U.S. Government is 

required to mint each Pres-
ident with a single Presiden-
tial $1 Coin, with a different 
President appearing about
every ninety days. That’s why
everyone is still trying to get 
the last of these Presidential 
dollar coins now that minting 
has been shut off. 

Although Federal law re-
quires “In God We Trust” to 
be removed from the edge of 
the coin, there will still be 
a Golden Presidential Dol-
lar minted for every U.S. 
President.

“To honor each President 
there will also be forty seal-
ed vault tubes in all, each 
containing twelve never-
circulated Presidential Coins. 
That’s 480 coins. But with the 
forty free coins everybody is 
getting, it becomes a spectac-
ular collection of 520 never-
circulated coins in all, load-
ed into two separate heavy 
vault boxes. Only those lucky 
enough to get in on this now 
can be among the first to be 
automatically taken care of 
with all of the new Pres-
idential Program Dol-
lars to ever be minted 
over the ten years,” ex-
plained Castaldo.

The Presidential Dol-
lars are already hard to 
find because local banks 
don’t have them all and col-
lectors are snatching them 
up. Banks will not honor re-
quests for the free coins. And 
banks will never have these 
crystal-clear sealed vault 
tubes of the never-circulated
coins that show off the rarely 
seen edge markings. Claims 
for these free coins which are 
in never-circulated condition 
are only being honored by the 
World Reserve for the next 
seven days and only for those 
who beat the deadline for the 
sealed vault tubes.

“Just look at that stack of 
coins. When Americans get 
their hands on those, they are 
really going to do a double 
take,” Castaldo said. 

So find your zone on the 
map below and make your 
claim for these special historic 
“In God We Trust” engraved 
edge Presidential Dollars be-
fore they're gone forever. 

JACKPOT: These two massive vault boxes contain the sealed vault tubes for the complete 
collection of forty Presidential Dollars, 480 coins in all. Values fluctuate, but just think if you 
had saved 2 silver vault boxes like the ones shown above of uncirculated Eisenhower Dollars 
from 1974. They would now have an astonishing increase in value of 500% according to the 
62nd edition of The Official Red Book. It’s a real steal at just $32 each for these crystal-clear 

sealed vault tubes that show off the rarely seen edge markings and protect the 
coin’s never-circulated value. 

THE WORLD RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT OR ANY GOVERN-
MENT AGENCY. THE INCREASE IN COLLECTIBLE VALUE OF CERTAIN PRIOR ISSUES OF U.S. COINS AND CURRENCY DOES NOT 
GUARANTEE THAT CURRENT ISSUES WILL ALSO INCREASE IN VALUE. OH RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD SIX PERCENT SALES TAX AND 
SORRY NO SHIPMENTS TO VT AND MA RESIDENTS. ALL TRANSACTIONS LESS SHIPPING ARE BACKED BY THE WORLD RESERVE 
MONETARY EXCHANGE WITH A LIMITED 90 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE OF THE PURCHASE PRICE UP TO $10,000.00. 

How to get free Presidential Coins

World Reserve Monetary Exchange
the world’s premier private numismatic exchange 2 Call the Claim Line set up in your Distribution 

Zone for the next 7 days only

If you live in Zone

If you live in Zone

If you live in Zone

Call: 1-800-503-8147 Lines open 7:45 AM - 8:45 PM

Call: 1-800-790-2167 Lines open 8:00 AM - 9:00 PM

Call: 1-800-789-3185 Lines open 8:15 AM - 9:15 PM

1

2

3

Zone  
1 Zone  

3

Zone  
2

©2008 WRME P4195 OF5279R-1

CLAIM CODE:
PD3112

Every reader of this magazine who beats the 7-day deadline will get one of 
the last edge engraved “In God We Trust” never-circulated Presidential Dollar 
Coins free with each sealed vault tube for just thirty-two dollars and shipping. 

Supply of the last “In God We Trust” edged coins are uncertain because 
new federal law prohibits them from ever being minted again. So, once 
they’re gone, they’re gone. In an effort to maintain an orderly distri-
bution of the World Reserve’s remaining private hoard of coins, claim 
lines have been established in three Regional Distribution Zones. 

Find the Regional Distribution Zone you live in 
on the map below1

On the worldwide web: 
www.inGodwetrustcoins.com
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Q: What fuels your interest in writing?
A: I had relatives who served with the 69th 
Infantry in the Civil War, World War I and 
World War II. When I wanted to continue my 
service in the reserve component, choosing the 
69th seemed the obvious course of action. My 
experience as a Guardsman in the days following 
Sept. 11 ultimately led me to return full-ime to the 
National Guard. But I have never lost an apprecia-
tion for a good story, and I have never come across 
a better story than the story of the modern-day 
Fighting 69th. 

Q: Does being on active duty limit 
your ability to candidly portray the 
war in Iraq?
A: Not in my case. I wrote the 
book with the consent and sup-
port of the 69th Infantry Regi-
ment and the 42nd Infantry 
Division. More importantly, I 
consulted with several key 
offi cers and NCOs from the 69th 
at every juncture of the writing 
process. All of them, regardless of 
rank, were very candid about the 
unit’s struggles and experiences. 
Had they not been so frank, the 
book would not have been 
possible. 

In writing, however, I did make 
every effort to follow the Depart-
ment of Defense principles for 
the release of information – 
SAPP, or security, accuracy, 
policy and propriety. One colonel 
who reviewed the draft manu-
script commented that I had 
probably gotten a little chalk dust 
on my toes but hadn’t stepped 
over the line.

Q: What has happened to the 

various characters in your book since their return 
from Iraq?
A: Not every character in the book survives. But I 
will note that before Sept. 11, the Fighting 69th 
and its soldiers were often the butt of jokes among 
senior Army leaders in the State of New York. 
Since 9/11 and Iraq, however, the Fighting 69th is 
now considered the top combat-arms unit in the 
state, and many of its soldiers and the unit’s 
supporters have risen to the highest levels in units 
all over the state. In addition, scores of 69th 

veterans are headed back to war – 
this time to Afghanistan, where 
they are rounding out other 
combat units.

Q: What is next for you?
A: After spending a considerable 

amount of time researching 
and writing this book, I hope 
to spend time with my family 
before the next deployment. 
Writing “The Fighting 69th” 
was both emotionally draining 
and therapeutic at the same 
time. But in the short term, my 
focus will be on the present. 
That said, I’m always in the 
market for a good story and 
would love the opportunity to 
keep the spotlight on our 
citizen-soldiers. 

Mathew B. Tully is a member of 
The American Legion and a 
major in the New York Army 
National Guard. He served in 
Tikrit and Baghdad during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Currently, he writes a weekly 
“ask-the-lawyer” column for 
Military Times. mtully@
tullylegal.com

Trial by fi re
In “The Fighting 69th,” author 
Sean Michael Flynn – a company 
commander during the unit’s 
service from Sept. 11, 2001, to 
Operation Iraqi Freedom – tells 
the story of how the war on 
terrorism transformed an 
underfunded and undermanned 
New York Army National Guard 
regiment into the top combat-
arms unit in the state.

1945

2001

2005

The 69th Regiment serves 
with the 27th Division in the 
Pacifi c during World War II, 
landing at Makin Island, 
Saipan and Okinawa.

Deployed in Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, the 69th patrols 
Route Irish, the road linking 
the Green Zone to Baghdad 
International Airport.

From its armory in 
Manhattan, the 69th 
responds to the 
World Trade Center 
attack on Sept. 11. 
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          GI BILL
Young veterans from across America converged on the steps of the U.S. Capitol 

Building on April 29 to voice support for a new and improved  GI Bill. They spoke about 
how diffi  cult it is for veterans to earn college degrees these days. The benefi ts were fail-
ing to cover the cost of tuition. In some cities, the payments for veterans of the reserves 
failed to cover the cost of getting to and from campus.

Several members of Congress joined these outspoken individuals and stressed the 
need for a “21st-century GI Bill”  that would provide  benefi ts worthy of our veterans and 
off er the same opportunities aff orded to those who fought in World War II. After months 
of political haggling, Congress fi nally passed a new and better GI Bill.

THE ROAD
TO A BETTER
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The Incredible Shrinking GI Bill

BY PHILIP M. CALLAGHAN

Here’s the problem: We send our young men and women off to war in 
distant lands, testing their strength, commitment and courage under 

fi re – sometimes for three or more tours of combat duty. Then 
we bring them home, thank them for their service, turn them 
out to the civilian world and watch them struggle to succeed.

As troops, they are revered for defending our nation against 
terror. As veterans, they slip from our sight as they pursue 
college degrees. The GI Bill of recent years was a far cry from 
the original, having gradually lost value while the cost of 
higher education soared. The American Legion worked with 
Congress for more than three years to deliver a meaningful 
veterans education benefi t, one that truly meet the needs of 
our 21st-century veterans. 

On June 26, Congress fi nally fi xed a problem that has 
persisted for half a century: little by little, our veterans have 
been losing their college education benefi ts. By a vote of 92-6, 
the Senate approved the “Post-9/11 Veterans Educational 
Assistance Act,” which cleared the House by a 268-155 vote. 
Four days later, President Bush signed the bill into law.

“We applaud Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi,” American 
Legion National Commander Marty Conatser said after 
Congress passed the measure. “Thanks in large part to her 
committed leadership, this momentous piece of legislation 
will resonate as a landmark in American history.”

Starting in August 2009, veterans who served in the military for at 
least three years will qualify for full tuition payments at any in-state 

Seven senators in the U.S. Congress got full rides to universities and law schools, using World War II veterans educational
benefi ts. If they tried the same thing with today’s shrunken payments, they’d be out of money after a few weeks.
Skyrocketing costs haven’t helped the situation; back in 1945, most universities charged less than $500 for a year’s tuition.

Senator Educational Institution Degree funded by the GI Bill 2006-2007 costs†

2006-2007 costs covered by 
Montgomery GI Bill

Daniel K. Akaka 

(D-Hawaii)

University of Hawaii, 1952 Undergraduate Degree $14,456 $6,000* (41.5%)

Daniel K. Inouye 

(D-Hawaii) 

University of Hawaii, 1950 Undergraduate Degree $14,456 $6,000 (41.5%)

GWU Law School, 1952 Juris Doctor Degree $48,460 $6,000 (12.4%)

Frank R. Lautenberg 

(D-N.J.) 

Columbia University, 1949 Undergraduate Degree $46,874 $6,000 (12.8%)

Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) UCLA, 1947 Undergraduate Degree $22,773 $6,000 (26.3%)

Harvard Law School, 1950 Juris Doctor Degree $54,066 $6,000 (11.1%)

John Warner (R-Va.) Washington & Lee, 1949 Undergraduate Degree $42,327 $6,000 (14.2%)

University of Virginia Law 

School, 1953

Juris Doctor Degree $44,800 $6,000 (13.4%)

Jim Webb (D-Va.) U.S. Naval Academy, 1968 Undergraduate Degree Federally Funded Federally Funded

Georgetown Law School, 1975 Juris Doctor Degree $51,530 $6,000 (11.6%)

Chuck Hagel (R-Neb.) Univ. of Nebraska at Omaha, 1971 Undergraduate Degree $15,230 $6,000 (39.4%)

† Costs are defi ned as tuition, fees, books room and board.   *According to the Department of Veterans Aff airs, the average annual Montgomery GI Bill payment in FY ’07 
was $6,000. The maximum annual benefi t under the current Montgomery GI Bill payment is $9,675. 

1944 GI Bill
The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
1944 was crafted by The American 
Legion, led by Past National Commander 
Harry W. Colmery. He wrote the original 
draft for a bill that was introduced in 
Congress on Jan. 10, 1944. Deadlocked in 
a House committee vote, the GI Bill 
almost died. To break the tie, the Legion 
tracked down Rep. John Gibson of 
Georgia, drove him through a rainstorm, 
and fl ew him to Washington just in time 
to cast his “yes” vote on June 10, 1944, 
as the Normandy invasion raged 
across the Atlantic. Twelve days later, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
the GI Bill into law.
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This gentle swinging motion cycles up through 
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without stress or impact on the joints. 

Receive some of the 
benefits of aerobic 

exercise without stress 
or impact on the joints!

 Stress
 Headaches
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 Fibromyalgia
 Joint Pain

 Stiff Muscles
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 Insomnia
 Sleep Apnea
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Not intended to treat, cure or prevent any diseases.

Oxygenation of the blood

Increase circulation 
throughout the body

Relaxation of the back muscles

Helps relieve stiffness 
from head to toe

 Constipation
 Back Pain
 Diabetes
 Neuropathy
 Edema

If you suffer from

You will enjoy using 
the Exerciser 2000 

™

Increased mobility

Don’t be fooled by cheap imitations

Features

selections
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labor warranty
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After using the Exerciser 2000 

Elite™ twice a day for one 

week the swelling in my ankles 

went away. It has also helped 

my breathing, as I can get 

out and walk without having 

to stop and catch my breath! 

Thank you. —Shirley H., Florida

After having a stroke, I could no 
longer exercise the way I used to. 
As a result, I developed edema. A 
friend of mine introduced me to 
the Exerciser 2000 Elite™. I loved 
it and I purchased one for myself. 
After using the machine daily 
for a few weeks, my symptoms 
of edema were completely gone. 
I now use the machine twice a 
day for 16 minutes each time on 
speed 3. What a wonderful way to 
exercise.—Robert M.

I am in my late 80’s and have diabetes. 
The first thing I noticed when I 
started using my machine was that 
my feet were warm when I went to 
bed. They were always ice cold before. 
Because one of my problems is poor 
circulation, I use the machine three 
times a day for 10 minutes each; in 
the morning, late afternoon and just 
before bed. I almost forgot to mention 
that I have not been able to lift my 
arms above my head. Now I can do it. 
You think that’s no big deal until you 
can’t do it anymore. —Ralph K.

As a Chiropractor, I would 
like to say that the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ enables people to 
benefit themselves at home. It 
is a valuable asset in moving 
lymph fluid, oxygenating the 
blood, increasing immune 
system function, maintaining 
mobility in the spine, and 
additionally freeing up a spine 
that has become stiff and 
arthritic. —Garry Gorsuch, D.C.

I had suffered with sleep apnea 
for many years and had been 
taking drugs for it. I was told I 
would have to use a breathing 
apparatus. In the meantime, I 
was introduced to the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ and decided to 
purchase one. Within two 
weeks, I was sleeping more 
deeply and restfully than ever 
before. —David B.

My husband and I have been into natural 

products all of our lives but nothing has 

ever affected us like the Exerciser 2000 

Elite™. My husband is 72 and delivers 

flowers. He carries 5 gallon buckets of 

water. Since using the machine, his back 

hasn’t hurt him at all. My hips would hurt 

if I stood too long and I would get weak 

and have to sit down. Now I can walk 

and sit as long as I want. I don’t take pain 

medication anymore. In the morning, 

when I get out of bed I’m not stiff 

anymore. At 65, wow, this is great! Thank 

you for offering such a great machine. We 

are going to tell everyone we 

know about it. —Cheryl J.

The ad I saw almost sounded “too 
good to be true”. With your no risk 
money back guarantee I figured I had 
nothing to lose so I purchased the machine…
and boy, am I glad I did! I am 75 years old and 
suffer from sciatica, which makes my back and 
legs tighten up and causes numbness. I was 
taking 8-10 Aleve™ every day. After using the 
machine for only 4 minutes, I noticed my lower 
back loosening up. Since I have been using the 
machine I haven’t taken any pain pills and have 
been pain free. My sciatica is not giving me 
problems anymore and my body stays loosened 
up. I have also had a snoring problem for quite 
some time, however, since using the machine 
my snoring has subsided. My wife is so excited! 
I cannot tell you how much this machine has 
turned my life around. —C. Cummings

I love using the 
Exerciser 2000 Elite™ 
after my morning 
workout. It is an 
excellent way to cool 
down and it helps 
to start my day off 
right.—Deanna C., Kansas

I have had constipation problems for over 25 years. Since I have been using the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ I have been regular every day and have begun to lose weight. This is truly a blessing and is so easy to use. —Jeannie

What people are saying about the Exerciser 2000 Elite™

Retail Price:
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T he “Helping People Feel Better” Company
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 Use code A200 when ordering by phone or website and receive 
a promotional price of $359.95 and FREE shipping in the 
Continental United States.

1-800-748-7172
www.clarkenterprises2000.com
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public university in the country. Essentially, this increases annual GI 
Bill benefi ts from $40,000 to a maximum of about $90,000 – not just for 
active-duty troops, but also for reserve and National Guard members.

Rep. Chet Edwards, D-Texas, chairman of the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee that determines VA spending, gave credit to The Ameri-
can Legion. “Passing this historic new GI Bill into law could not have 
happened without the dedicated efforts of The American Legion, and I 
want to thank them for their critical support throughout this process.”

The new education package will cost about $62 billion over the next 
decade. Veterans who serve 10 years or more will earn the option of 
transferability to spouses and children. Rep. Peter King, R-N.Y., was an 
early supporter of such a provision, which he introduced in separate 
legislation. “I always felt this was 
important,” he said. “It gives the 
veteran the option of whether to 
use it for himself or allow his family 
to use it.”

Was King surprised the bill passed so 
easily? “I actually was, but the stars 
were properly aligned and this bill took 
on a life of its own,” he said. “It was a 
combination of a sense in Congress that 
this was overdue, and very active 
lobbying by veterans groups such as 
The American Legion.”

Yes, Congress certainly feels good 
about doing right by our veterans and 
updating a sorely outdated GI Bill. 

But the question remains: how did 
the situation get so bad, before it fi nally 
got fi xed? 

Lessons from the Great War. The fi rst 
GI Bill was so great because “it eased 
the readjustment of 16 million men and 
women,” says University of California-Berkeley assistant professor of his-
tory Kathleen Frydl. “Veteran readjustment is a tricky proposition, and 
when it’s mishandled, it not only can endanger the lives of veterans, it 
can actually endanger entire political systems.”

That’s what happened little more than a decade after World War I 
when Depression-starved veterans joined the “Bonus Army” and 
camped out in Washington, demanding cash payments for their services 
during wartime. The threat of military force drove them out.

“We have a shameful history of doing poorly by our veterans,” says 
author Edward Humes, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist. “Most of the 
Revolutionary War veterans were dead before their pensions, promised 
40 years earlier, were fi nally dispersed.” That pattern continued right up 
through World War II, when Humes says a “mixture of altruism and 
fear” broke the cycle. Some of our leaders began to wonder what might 
happen in the United States if our government neglected 16 million 
veterans from one of the greatest military forces ever assembled.

The American Legion wondered the same thing and testifi ed before 
Congress that if it didn’t do right by its returning war veterans, all hell 
could break loose. Colmery holed up in Room 570 of the Mayfl ower 

‘I was in the Army Reserve, 
stationed at a hospital in 

Kuwait for a year, helping 
injured soldiers. I’m actually 

in human resources, not a 
nurse, but they needed 
more help at that time. 

I came back, and I wanted 
to go back to school. 

So I tried to do the GI Bill 
and everything, and I found 

out I only got $400 a 
month. I noticed it was only 

covering transportation 
money in New York City, 

so it was just not enough. 
My other expenses per 

semester are about $2,000 
tuition and $350 for books.

My mother took me in, and 
as long as I stay in school, 

she pays rent for me. 
Thankfully, I received a 

scholarship from the 
Veterans Education Fund, 

and that’s how I’m staying 
in college right now. We 

need to change that bill to 
get full tuition, not just 

$400 a month. We need full 
tuition for every veteran.’ 

SHEILA PION
Queens, N.Y., John Jay 

College of Criminal Justice

7:1 return
In 2006 dollars, the federal 
government spent about 
$51 billion to send about 
8 million veterans to school. 
What was the return on that 
investment? $260 billion. 
Average incomes and 
buying power for those 
college-educated GIs were 
greater. Those incomes 
generated another $93 bil-
lion in taxes, for a gross 
profi t of $353 billion. Seven 
bucks earned for each buck 
spent. With the new GI Bill, 
who knows what the 
long-term benefi ts will be 
for the U.S. economy?
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Imagine examining artifacts in the Smithsonian

Institution and finding a never-before-seen sketch for

the largest and highest denomination American coin

ever proposed? That’s just what happened as one 

coin expert recently explored the collection at this

celebrated public institution. But as this numis-

matist discovered, it has more to share

than he could ever imagine. 

To his own surprise, he had

found the original design concept

for a hundred dollar denomina-

tion created by George T. Morgan,

arguably the greatest American

coin designer. These sketches, 

hidden within an original sketchbook for

nearly a century, represent perhaps 

the grandest American coin ever proposed—

the $100 Union.

George T. Morgan will always be remembered 

for his most famous coin—the Morgan silver dollar.

Until recently, the world knew nothing of Morgan’s

larger sized and higher denomination $100 Union

concept design. 

The secret’s out! For a limited time, you can

secure the world’s first and only $100 Union Proof

struck in pure .999 Silver at our special price of only

$99 (plus S&H). CALL TODAY!

America’s Lost Masterpiece
Discovered…Historic Coin Design!

THE $100 UNION™
Original sketches found at the Smithsonian

Call now to secure your reservation for this 
exceptional collector’s treasure!

$100 Union™ Silver Proof
Only $99

This is not a reproduction…this is the first time ever Morgan’s 
$100 Union™ design has been struck as a silver proof.

A portion of the sales proceeds from your purchase of this licensed product supports the chartered 
educational purposes of the National Numismatic Collection, housed in the Smithsonian's National 
Museum of American History.

1-800-585-9240 ext. 4365
New York Mint, 5577 West 78th Street, Edina, MN

©2008 New York Mint, Ltd. New York Mint is a private company and is not affiliated with the United States Mint.
This Silver Proof is not legal tender and the U.S. Mint has not endorsed it nor the New York Mint.
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Hotel in Washington during the fi rst week of January 1944. He wrote in 
longhand on the back of hotel stationery a document that would shift 
the course of U.S. history.  

Around that time, Colmery told an audience in Topeka, Kan., that the 
re-assimilation of veterans “is the gravest social problem which con-
fronts us. They can either make the country or break it, save democracy 
or scrap it, promote world order or World War III. The result depends on 
us, not them.” 

The legislative masterpiece was signed into law by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt on June 22, 1944. That same day, the Soviet Army began its 
great summer offensive against the Germans; fi ve days later, Allied 
troops liberated the French city of Cherbourg as they pushed forward 
from the beaches at Normandy. The smell of victory was in the air. 
Veterans would be coming home soon. When he signed the bill, FDR 
said the measure gave “emphatic notice to the men and women in our 
armed forces that the American people do not intend to let them down.”

The GIs were largely oblivious. They were too busy fi ghting to worry 
about legislative committees and bill markups. Dr. Suzanne Mettler, 
who teaches in Cornell University’s department of government, says the 
GI Bill came as a complete surprise to most veterans. “I’ve interviewed 
many veterans from the World War II era, and I asked them, ‘Did you 
feel you were owed the GI Bill?’ And they would tell me, sometimes 
rather vehemently, ‘No, we were not owed the GI Bill.’” 

Mettler says most served their country out of desire and a sense of 
duty. “The GI Bill was something that was thought of as a gift from the 
nation to them.”

Few at the time realized what a fantastic gift it was. The 1944 GI Bill, 
Humes says, “was an anomaly, and The American Legion knows this 
better than anyone, because it’s part of why the organization was 
founded in the fi rst place: the utterly shabby way in which veterans had 
been treated in every preceding confl ict.”

Humes says the Legion’s vision of the GI Bill went beyond what FDR 
contemplated. “For instance, it revolutionized home-buying for every-
one. There was that mixture of wanting to do right by the veterans, and 
not wanting to see a Bonus March – times 100 – come Armistice Day. So 
it was a unique chemistry that led to this remarkable legislation.”

A Slow Erosion. It could be said that the golden age of college benefi ts 
for veterans ended on June 25, 1950, at about 4 a.m., Korean Standard 
Time. Soon after war broke out between on the Korean peninsula, 
U.S. forces took on the brunt of responsibility to drive communist forces 
back across the 38th Parallel. Veterans returned home to fi nd their 
education benefi ts diminished by the Veterans Adjustment Act of 1952. 
The government no longer paid tuition directly to colleges and universi-
ties; instead, veterans got a fl at monthly fee of about $110. From that, 
they were expected to pay for all of their education.

GI Bill benefi ts were cancelled altogether in 1956. “The World War II 
GI Bill actually ran into a lot of implementation problems,” Frydl says. 
“And Congress and Eisenhower resolved those problems, in large part, 
by making the Korean War GI Bill much less generous.” In 1959, a report 
by the Bradley Commission determined that serving in the military 
should be “an obligation of citizenship, not a basis for government 
benefi ts.” Apparently, the government saw no good reason, during a 
time of relative peace, to reward its former servicemembers.

‘I was in the U.S. Air Force 
from 2001 to 2005, and 

deployed twice overseas. 
When I got out, I went to 

school at Columbia and I’ve 
been there for three years. I 

knew attending a private 
university was going to be a 

signifi cant investment. I’m 
kind of surprised at the price 
tag, and how little the GI Bill 

actually defrays the cost of 
education. I’m in my third 

year with 22 credits left, and 
I have a debt of $90,000. 

A lot of troops coming back 
from Iraq and Afghanistan 

need to have the educa-
tional opportunities that 

were aff orded to the great-
est generation and genera-

tions since then. I think it’s 
just the right thing to do. 

And I think this country, 
now facing this economic 
situation, could defi nitely 

benefi t from a targeted 
investment in education.’

AARON ALFSON
Orlando, Fla., 

Columbia University

Page 32



ONLY

INCREDIBLE THERAPEUTIC SLIPPER

MAKES YOUR ENTIRE BODY FEEL BETTER

FREE Shipping

D
ep

t. 
60

40
6 

©
 2

00
7 

D
re

am
 P

ro
du

ct
s,

 In
c.

A CUSTOM

CRADLE OF

PRESSURE-FREE

SUPPORT

Perfectly 
Conforms 
To The Shape 
Of Your Foot

Perfectly 
Conforms 
To The Shape 
Of Your Foot

PREVENTS FOOT

SHOCK

BY CUSHIONING

EVERY STEP

Therapeutic Memory Scuffs
$1297$1297

•Helps Back Pain   •Helps Knee Pain
•Helps Hip Pain    •Helps Ankle Pain

THERAPEUTIC MEMORY INSOLE
CUSHIONS EVERY STEP

•Gout
•Bunions
•Arthritis
•Heel Spurs
•Swollen Feet
•Tired Aching Feet

Perfect 
For:

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back

These amazing slippers might be the
most comfortable slippers you’ve ever
slipped your feet into. Fashion import
with therapeutic memory foam insoles
conform exactly to the shape of your
feet to provide custom comfort from
heel to toes. Great for men and women
who suffer from painful heel spurs,
bunions, arthritis, gout, swollen feet
and countless other foot problems.
Features faux suede uppers and
flexible, skid-resistant soles. Hurry,
order today and SAVE 35% off catalog
price and get FREE SHIPPING.

SAY GOODBYE TO FOOT PAIN

CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax $

TOTAL

$

$

�Enclosed is my check or money order payable to:

Dream Products, Inc.
Charge my: � VISA    � MasterCard    � Discover®/NOVUSSMCards

Card#                                                                            Exp

Dream Products, Inc., 412 DREAM LANE, VAN NUYS, CA  91496

/

Name

Address

City ST Zip

____ Pr(s) Therapeutic Memory Scuffs@ $12.97pr.

FREE SHIPPING FREE

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Dept. 60406

$

#95861

XS Men’s
7-81⁄2

_____

INDICATE NUMBER OF PAIRS ORDERED UNDER SIZE

#95862

S Men’s
9-91⁄2

_____

#95863

M Men’s
10-101⁄2
_____

#95864

L Men’s
11-111⁄2
_____

#95865

XL Men’s
12-13
_____

#95866

XS Ladies’
5-61⁄2

_____

#95867

S Ladies’
7-71⁄2

_____

#95868

M Ladies’
8-81⁄2

_____

#95869

L Ladies’
9-91⁄2

_____

#95870

XL Ladies’
10-101⁄2
_____

$Add $1.00 Handling No Matter How Many You order 1.00

www.DreamProductsCatalog.com WEB OFFERS
MAY VARY(          )

Page 33



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   AUGUST 200834

’... I’m in this chair 
as a U.S. senator, 

fi nishing 30 years, 
because of strong 

parents and 
the GI Bill.’

SEN. JOHN WARNER, R-Va., 
former chairman, Armed 

Services Committee

 World War II-era GI Bill: Sen. John Warner 

The other day, Sen. John Warner, R-Va., found something he’d 
been missing for about 20 years: his father’s American Legion 

pin. Rummaging through the drawers of an antique bureau, he 
rediscovered the small but signifi cant family heirloom. After 
World War I, the senator’s father, also named John, joined 
American Legion Post 1 in Paris. “My father served in the 
trenches of France as a young doctor, and he was a very strong 
infl uence on my life,” Warner says. “He told me when it was time 
to serve my country, that I should go. So I went into the Navy. All 
the kids on our block joined in December 1944, during the Battle 
of the Bulge. We were only 17 years old.”

World War II ended and Warner returned home in 1946 to fi nd 
his father terminally ill with cancer. “He was a patient for 18 
months before he died,” Warner says. “It really took all the 
money my mother and father had to care for him. I would not 
have had the funds, as a consequence of my family’s fi nancial 
status, to have gone to college. It’s as simple as that.”

The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, championed by 
The American Legion, came to Warner’s rescue. The GI Bill gave 
him a full ride to Washington and Lee University and another 
full ride to the University of Virginia Law School, where he 
graduated in 1953.

“I have to tell you, with a deep sense of humility, that I’m in 
this chair as a U.S. senator, fi nishing 30 years, because of strong 
parents and the GI Bill,” Warner says. “So I feel a strong obliga-
tion to pay back today’s generation of veterans with the same 
wonderful benefi ts that I received.”

Warner knew The American Legion supported the Post-9/11 GI 
Bill, and he pushed hard to get it passed this year. “And next time 
I go to a Legion event,” he says, “I’m going to wear my father’s 
lapel pin.”

– Philip M. Callaghan

‘From 2001 to 2004, I was 
stationed onboard the 

USS Enterprise as an 
engineering lab technician. 

In all, I served in the Navy 
for six years. I got out and 
talked with my mom and 

sister about where to study, 
and where I would have 
good opportunities. So I 

applied to Georgetown and 
got in, and studied culture 

and politics. The GI Bill 
helped me, but I defi nitely 

think it could be improved, 
especially with the 

increasing rate of education 
costs. So many things don’t 

get factored into the tuition: 
transportation costs, room 

and board, the cost of 
books. It was a struggle. 

We need to understand the 
sacrifi ces that people in the 

military are making when 
they’re overseas, and this is 
just one way we can repay 

them. It’s important to keep 
our society ahead in the 

world, and the GI Bill is an 
excellent way to do that.’

SARAH ORNDORFF
Alexandria, Va., 

Georgetown University
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Entry fees
When they’re recruited, 
about 95 percent of 
servicemembers sign up for 
GI Bill benefi ts, which cost 
them $1,200 each. When 
they leave the service, 
nearly 30 percent of 
veterans never use those 
benefi ts. While 36 months of 
educational benefi ts are 
provided (monthly stipends 
range from $317 to $1,101), 
veterans only use an 
average of 17 months’ worth. 
While the U.S. government 
paid out $2 billion in GI Bill 
benefi ts last year, it also 
earned $230 million from 
veterans who paid their 
$1,200 “entry fees” but never 
used their benefi ts.

‘I’m in the Marine Corps 
Reserve and went to Iraq in 
2003, spending time as a 
machine-gunner with the 
3rd Battalion of my reserve 
unit out of Little Rock, Ark. 
When I came back, I started 
the GI Bill and it ran out last 
year after 
36 months of 
benefi ts. I was 
getting the 
grand sum of 
$282 a month. 
After I started 
at Cal Poly, my 
benefi ts were 
up to $430 a month. But 
now I don’t get any more 
benefi ts, and I still have 
about three quarters left to 
go before graduating.

The benefi ts helped so I 
didn’t have to work as 
much, but since I don’t want 
to take out any loans, I was 
relying on benefi ts and 
working. And I was taking a 
full course load. So the GI 
Bill was somewhat helpful, 
but it only amounted to 
about half the cost of my 
monthly rent. And my 
tuition is roughly $1,500 a 
quarter. If I wasn’t a 
California resident, it would 
be about $7,000.’
EVAN AANERUD
San Luis Obispo, Calif., 
California Polytechnic 
State University

By the time the Vietnam War escalated in the 1960s, fl at rates for 
education payments were fi rmly in place. “The fl at rates favored the 
‘Sun Belt’ states, because community college costs were low,” says Sen. 
Jim Webb, D-Va., a Vietnam War veteran, author, and sponsor of S. 22, 
the Post 9/11 Veterans Educational Assistance Act, introduced early this 
year to substantially improve benefi ts. “In the Northeast, the GI Bill 
didn’t cover the costs. There was also a tendency to look at benefi ts 
through the eyes of the Pentagon, especially when the all-volunteer force 
started up, and retention issues became a larger concern.”

As time went on, payments went down, and tuition went up. When the 
Montgomery GI Bill was passed in 1984, it had no provision for dealing 
with meteoric increases in higher education costs across the United States. 

National Guard and reserve veterans have been hit especially hard by 
the widening gap between cost and benefi t, receiving just $400 a month.

Rep. Stephanie Herseth Sandlin, D-S.D., says the Defense Department 
has allowed National Guard and reserve 
benefi ts to erode from 40 to 29 percent 
of the active-duty rate. “There’s certainly 
a balance that has to be acknowledged,” 
Sandlin says. “But some DoD offi cials 
seem to think that so long as recruit-
ment and retention goals are being met, 
those reserve benefi ts could go down to 
9 percent, and that would be OK.”

Over the past 20 years, the cost of a 
four-year education at a public institu-
tion has gone up by 278 percent. Pell 
grants and other federal assistance 
programs have provided some relief for 
the general student population; the GI 
Bill has failed to provide similar relief 
for veterans. 

Mettler says people get angry when 
they discover that the current GI Bill 
falls short of the original. “They tell me, 
‘We owe as much to these young people 
today as we owed back then. My father’s 
generation could go to Yale and get a 
stipend to boot,” Humes says. “Right 

now, what you’re offering is a benefi t that pales in comparison to what 
was given to the World War II generation of veterans.”

Cost of War. Rep. Bobby Scott, D-Va., sits in his Capitol Hill offi ce and 
ponders the GI Bill’s place in society. “I don’t know how we got here, but 
we’re here,” he said as the need for a new benefi t began making head-
lines across the country and the question arose about how a better GI 
Bill might infl uence recruitment and retention. “Our focus is on fi xing it. 
If you’re trying to attract people to join the military, the GI Bill benefi ts 
are certainly part of the package. You’ve got to ramp it up for a wartime 
military. If we’re going to spend an extra $100 billion on this year’s war 
supplement, a couple of billion dollars for a meaningful GI Bill should 
just be part of the cost of war.”
   Senate Veterans Affairs Committee Chairman Daniel Akaka, D-Hawaii, 
puts it this way: “You can’t retain people you haven’t recruited.”
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‘I’m a Navy reservist 
attached to Naval Mobile 

Construction Battalion 18. 
We were deployed to 

Fallujah, Iraq; I spent six 
months there. It was very 

scary at times, but we had a 
mission to complete and we 

worked diligently to 
accomplish that mission.

When I returned, I went 
back to Boise State 

University. My tuition is 
roughly $8,000 a year, and 
my GI Bill is $440 a month. 

Because I’m a reservist, 
I don’t qualify for the 

active-duty GI Bill. I don’t 
think anyone is worth less 
than anyone else, and we 
risk our lives the same as 

active-duty people do. 
We’re gone from our 

families, and fi ghting the 
war on terrorism just the 

same. Yet the benefi ts are 
not the same. The $440 

a month covers my rent, 
and that’s pretty much it. ’

ELIZABETH LAHNY
Boise, Idaho, 

Boise State University

Recruiters have it hard enough, Webb says. “About 8 percent of their 
target age group has a propensity to serve in the Army or Marine Corps 
right now. So they’re pounding the heck out of (that population) with 
enlistment bonuses, etc. The worst thing in recruiting is not making 
your goal, because it’s a career-ender.” Webb says expanding education 
benefi ts makes recruitment easier, and because the new GI Bill gives 
veterans 15 years to cash in, he doesn’t think retention will be harmed.

In an April 29 letter to Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., Secretary of Defense 
Robert Gates wrote that “serious retention issues could arise if the 
benefi t were expanded beyond the level suffi cient to offset average 
monthly costs for a public four-year institution.” 

The Congressional Budget Offi ce 
analyzed Webb’s legislation in May and 
concluded it would cost taxpayers 
$51.8 billion over the next 10 years. It 
also noted that “raising the educational 
benefi ts as proposed in S.22 would 
result in a 16-percent increase in 
recruits.” CBO also estimated that DoD 
could offset retention losses by ratchet-
ing up selective re-enlistment bonuses 
to $25,000. 

Dr. Michael Gambone, history profes-
sor at Kutztown University, knows 
something about how well veterans 
re-adjust. “I teach a lot of those kids. 
They come back, and there’s some 
diffi culty in adjusting to an academic 
environment.” He believes school is one 
of the best ways for veterans to make 
the transition. 

“When soldiers leave the military, 
they can disassemble weapons, and 
they understand basic tactics, but what 
they lack are skills that will make them 
relevant in the job market,” he says. 
“(Higher education) gives them the type of civilian mission they can 
apply themselves to, and that’s very important in allowing these people 
to re-assimilate.” 

Jerome Kohlberg, a World War II veteran and successful entrepreneur, 
started the Fund for Veterans Education with $8 million of his own 
money. About 400 veterans have received scholarships. As for the 
retention argument fronted by DoD, “we don’t buy that,” says Matt 
Boulay, director of the fund. “People don’t separate from service just to 
go to college. There are a host of reasons to separate. On the other hand, 
most people sign up in order to get their college paid for. That’s what 
DoD sells in their recruiting slogans.” 

Honoring Service. American Legion National Commander Marty 
Conatser has a suggestion for critics who think a new GI Bill is too 
expensive. “Visit Walter Reed. War is expensive. The bulk of that cost is 
paid for by the men and women who wear the uniform. Benefi ts are just 
a small, small cost of war.” He points out that back in 1944, even some 
veterans groups thought the GI Bill stood likely to break the Treasury. 

Changes
Currently, veterans get a 
maximum annual benefi t of 
$9,901 for tuition and 
housing. Under the new 
Post-9/11 GI Bill, veterans will 
receive a maximum amount 
of $22,094. New benefi t 
payments are based on the 
cost of the most expensive 
public college/university in a 
veteran’s home state, plus 
regional averages for 
housing and living expenses. 
Henceforth, as tuition and 
cost of living increase, so will 
benefi ts. The new GI Bill can 
be applied to private schools 
as well, and benefi ts are 
good for 15 years after 
separation from service, 
rather than 10.
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‘I served in the U.S. Army, 
joining in 2001. I was in the 

3rd Infantry Division, 
3rd Brigade, out of Fort 

Benning, Ga. I did a seven-
month tour in Kosovo, then 

went to Iraq in January 
2003. We stayed in Kuwait 

until war was declared, then 
hit the borderline and went 

straight to Baghdad. 

The benefi ts I’m getting 
right now help me cover 

about half my costs. 
Another thing is, the GI Bill 
doesn’t pay until after the 

fi rst month of classes. 
Some schools don’t give 
extensions, so I’ve got to 

pay out of my pocket until 
that fi rst payment comes in. 

I get about $550 a month, 
and that’s not nearly 

enough. Per semester, 
I’m paying $1,200 – plus 

books and gas.’
LARRY SOTO

Miami, Fla., 
Florida International 

University

When William Walton was drafted into the U.S. Army during the 
Vietnam War, no one told him anything about his GI Bill 

benefi ts. “They didn’t need to,” he chuckles, “because we were a 
captive audience back then.” 
   Today, Walton is CEO for investment corporation Allied Capital 
in Washington. He also serves as president of the National Sym-
phony Orchestra’s board of directors. He’s closely followed the GI 
Bill issue in Congress this year and what it might mean for future 
veterans. He cares not just because the GI Bill helped him reach his 
career goals, but also because he’s got a son in the Army who 
plans to use those educational benefi ts as well. “In general, mem-
bers of the military aren’t paid that much money, so they really 
don’t have the ability to save for college or grad school,” Walton 
says. “Having that tab picked up as part of the military service 
should be part of the bargain.”

After serving in the Army for two years, the elder Walton went 
back to school at Indiana University, where his veterans benefi ts 
covered about two-thirds of his expenses. That support meant he 
could spend more time studying and less time working. 

On campus, Walton remembers that veterans “tended to be 
extremely serious and dedicated students, and got an awful lot out 
of the college experience.”

After graduating from IU, Walton eventually enrolled in graduate 
school. Once again, the GI Bill helped pave his road to success. 
Walton believes that road should now be crowded with veterans 
returning from combat duty in Iraq and Afghanistan. “As citizens 
and taxpayers, we owe a great deal to the young men and women 
who served in our military,” Walton says. “They’ve made enor-
mous sacrifi ces to protect and defend the country.”

Walton hasn’t forgotten how important the GI Bill was for him 
and his fellow veterans. “Looking back at the Vietnam era,” he 
says, “to be a returning veteran was not to be welcomed with open 
arms. And to have the GI Bill there ... was not only a show of 
fi nancial support, it showed some emotional support as well.”

– Philip M. Callaghan

‘As citizens and 
taxpayers, we owe a 

great deal to the young 
men and women who 
served in our military.‘
WILLIAM WALTON, CEO, 

Allied Capital, 
Washington

 Vietnam War GI Bill: William Walton
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Instead, it created a world economic superpower. “The critics were 
wrong then,” Conatser says. “And they are wrong now.”

The war against terror is likely to continue for some time, if not 
indefi nitely. More and more veterans will be coming home, looking for a 
chance at the same kind of prosperity their grandparents had. They 
expect benefi ts, not penalties. Rep. Harry Mitchell, D-Ariz., who intro-
duced the companion bill to Webb’s legislation in the House, says he 
talks “to veterans continually who are coming back, working two jobs, 
trying to go to school, have children. It’s a real burden.”

Rep. Chet Edward, D-Texas, says a new GI Bill “is a  show of respect, 
and just as we focused last year on increasing funding for VA health 
care, this is a logical follow-up.” 

In 1968, Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., and his brother, Tom, served 
together in Vietnam. They came back home and went to school at the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha. Their GI Bill benefi ts helped, but they 
still worked part-time jobs. Hagel says a new GI Bill is “the smart and 
right thing to do for our nation to recognize the service of individuals 

who’ve earned this benefi t. This is not a 
welfare program.”

In Mettler’s mind, there’s another 
level to the GI Bill argument: the 
implication for democracy, and the 
impact on civic engagement. “So here’s 
a policy from the past, with a tremen-
dous record of promoting more active 
citizenship, for people to have a greater 
voice in self-governance, and to partici-
pate in organizations that make com-
munities healthy. We ought to be doing 
that for today.” 

Frydl, who is writing a book about 
the GI Bill, says we should remember 
the main legacy of the original GI Bill: 
the peaceful readjustment of veterans 
into society. 

“That was a real challenge,” Frydl 
says. “And we have no reason to think 
it’s less of a challenge today. Service-
members, and communities themselves, 
often encounter very serious problems. 

We all really stand to suffer if veterans are not given a peaceable path 
back to civilian life.”

Says Hagel: “Most people don’t stop to recognize that we’re asking 
about 1 percent of the American people to bear all the burden, make all 
the sacrifi ces, do all the fi ghting, do all of the dying, in defense of this 
country. 

“We will break down that system if we don’t do something, and I 
think educational benefi ts are one of those things that can help us. At a 
time when we’re at a crisis point in our military, these young men and 
women, and their families, need to be reassured that something’s going 
to be there for them later.”  

Philip M. Callaghan is managing editor of The American Legion 
Magazine.

Family plan
The new GI Bill’s 
transferability option allows 
veterans who have served 
for 10 years to assign their 
educational benefi ts to 
spouses or children. 
Transferred benefi ts only 
cover the cost of tuition, but 
families are free to “divvy 
up” the payments any way 
they choose, as long as they 
don’t exceed the cost for 36 
months of full-time college 
enrollment. For example, a 
veteran could complete a 
two-year degree program, 
then give a family member 
the remaining two years of 
educational benefi ts. 
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MISUNDERSTOOD
MISSION

40

Deputy commanding general at Guantanamo Bay tries to close 
the gap between public perception and military reality.

The subprime mortgage crisis has a death grip on almost everything that makes 
money in America as 2007 comes to a close. The dollar is down. Gas is up. 

Food is next. The major indexes are coiling into an old-fashioned election-year 
slump. And Greg Zanetti, a New Mexico fi nancial adviser who’s done pretty well 
for himself since the early ’90s, has the Caribbean on his mind – this time 
without his wife.

Halt. This is not what it seems.
Last year a professional investment manager, this year Zanetti is the New 

Mexico Army National Guard brigadier general who serves as deputy commanding 
general of Joint Task Force GTMO at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The detention center 
there is a high-profi le crucible for world criticism of America’s global war on 
terrorism. It is a story, Zanetti explains, that likewise is not what it seems: 
“Guantanamo Bay is the most misunderstood mission in the military.”

Army life had taken Zanetti many places since graduating from West Point in 
1980: mortar school at Fort Benning, Ga.; fi eld artillery school at Fort Sill, Okla.; 
German classes in Monterey, Calif.; and a four-year stint on the Czech border during 
the Cold War. The Army later helped Zanetti get a master’s degree and, to repay the 
debt, he joined the New Mexico National Guard, eventually assuming two company-
level commands and two battalion-level commands. He was one of the fi rst to send a 
National Guard unit to the Mexican border to curb illegal immigration as part of 
Operation Jump Start. 

But nothing Zanetti has done in his career quite compares to his 2008 call-up to 
help lead the detention compound at the U.S. naval base known as “Gitmo.” There, 
captured enemy combatants are held, interrogated, released, or held longer. This year – 
Zanetti’s year – many are having their cases heard in court proceedings on base.

The general recently spoke with The American Legion Magazine about that particular 
development and Guantanamo Bay’s unique place on the world stage.

Q: Much is reported about detainee treatment at 
Guantanamo Bay, but little is said of the intelligence 
gathered there. Can you speak about that?
A: I can to some degree. There are two levels of 
intelligence. There’s tactical intelligence – and we 
don’t get a lot of tactical intelligence at this point 
in the game. But strategic intelligence – we do get 
that, continuously. Someone in a detainee’s family 
might be connected to somebody else. Put that 

piece of intelligence together with someone who’s 
got something in Iraq or Afghanistan, and you 
begin to put the mosaic together. 

Q: How does international diversity affect 
the mission?
A: We have detainees from dozens of countries. 
That’s the hard part about this. If we scoop up an 
Iraqi in Iraq, then obviously he will stay in Iraq. 
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But what do you do with a detainee, who came 
from the horn of Africa, who you fi nd in Afghani-
stan? Many times they will come to Guantanamo 
Bay because there isn’t another place for them. 
Somalis are a good example. How do you take 
someone back to Somalia, when Somalia doesn’t 
really exist anymore? 

The same issue exists with the Uighurs (pro-
nounced wee-gers). The Uighurs are terrorists-in-
training from northwest China. The Uighars have 
nothing against the United States at all. Their 
battle is with the Chinese. But we pick them up in 
Afghanistan training to be terrorists. We bring 
them to Guantanamo Bay. We would just as soon 
release them, but if we release them back into 
China, they will likely get killed as soon as they 
get off the airplane. So human-rights groups say 
no, we can’t return them there. 

Meanwhile, you have to fi nd that third coun-
try that’s willing to take them. There are Uighur 
communities around the world that say they will 
take them. But the nation-states over those com-
munities don’t want them. What if these Uighurs 
bomb the Chinese embassy in Brussels, and they 
kill a bunch of nice Belgians in the process? No 
policymaker wants to take that risk. So, until you 
work something out, they stay at Guantanamo Bay.

Q: These are detainees with no other place to go.
A: For some of them, that’s absolutely true. For 
some of them, we are going to bring them to trial, 
either for 9/11 or for the Cole bombings, or events 
that occurred in Afghanistan or Iraq. It’s an 
interesting mix. They don’t fi t into just one lane.

Q: In camp, they might form altogether new cells?
A: They do. This is the thing we deal with every 
day. How do we manage the population inside the 
camps? One way is by moving detainees around, 
from one camp to another, breaking up cells. As 
soon as we break one cell up, another one will 
start to form. It’s just routine. 

Q: Do they form separate identities, or do they adopt 
al-Qaeda or maybe the Taliban as a parent group?
A: Yes, yes and yes. 

Q: Are the compliant groups sometimes compliant in 
order to fi nd a way out?

A: If you comply with the camp rules, you can get 
more comfort items. You can get better conditions 
of detention. For example, we have a minimum-
security camp, Camp 4. Envision “Hogan’s He-
roes.” If you are compliant in Camp 5 or 
Camp 6 and obey the rules, you will be rewarded 
and moved to Camp 4. Soccer fi elds, basketball 
courts, all of those kinds of things. If you are 
noncompliant in Camp 4, you go right back to 
Camp 5 or 6.

Q: At its peak, the facility had 775 detainees. 
Now you are down to 275. What are the conditions 
upon which you release somebody, and where do 
they go?
A: Many of them are repatriated to their home 
countries. We actually have a number of success 
stories. For example, when we repatriate Saudis, 
they go back into a Saudi prison where they begin 
a rehabilitation process. The Saudis bring in 
members of more moderate Islamic clergy to start 
talking to them. They bring in family members 
and friends. They give the detainee a wife, and a 
house, and a car, and a job. If you have a house, a 
car, a job and a wife, you don’t have time to blow 
people up. You are busy. There is very little 
recidivism with the Saudis. Yemen is trying to put 
together the same kind of program.

Q: What kind of recidivism is there overall?
A: We have seen about 7 percent that we have 
picked up on the battlefi eld and then found again. 
That means 93 percent didn’t go back. That’s not a 
bad success story.

Q: But you do get repeat offenders.
A: Oh yeah. We had one guy who we released in 
December who was picked up again in February. 
He had all of 90 days of freedom. He’s not back at 
Gitmo. He’s being held in Iraq.

Q: Have any serious acts of terror been thwarted 
from inside Gitmo?
A: Absolutely. The intelligence group is very proud 
of what they have done. 

Q: But those stories are not reported.
A: Because you can’t disclose sources. If you 
disclose the source, then what?

‘If you have a house, a car, a job and a wife, you don’t have time to blow people up. 
You are busy.’
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Q: Now, you are moving into administrative reviews 
and tribunals for many of these detainees.
A: I think we are at 12 or 14 right now. They want 
to get to 80.

Q: And they have been charged with ...
A: Everything from murder to terrorism to con-
spiracy. Just a host of charges. 

It’s interesting to see the detainees as they are 
charged. When you hear you are charged with 
terrorism, conspiracy or murder, you might expect 
to see some remorse. Oftentimes, instead, you see 
in their face, looking back and saying, “Those 
were the good old days,” like they scored the 
winning touchdown in the high-school football 
game. It’s their glory. 

And we’ve had some detainees who’ve said, 
“I did more than this – you have not charged me 
with enough!”

Q: How are you handling all the media and attor-
neys coming for the tribunals and reviews?
A: Tent city. The price tag to house that many 
people in the way they are used to – hotels, 
transportation, a courthouse – was going to be 
more than $100 million. We are going to treat this 
as an expeditionary unit. A tenth of the cost. We 
set up tents on an old tarmac, and if you walk into 
one, you see four beds down one side of the tent 
and four beds down the other. That’s your home. 
You get a little wire to hang up your suit. 

Q: Why has Guantanamo Bay been more open to 
media visits than the typical wartime military 
installation? 
A: They come down every week. We show them 
everything we can. Some come with a precon-
ceived notion of what they are going to write. 
Others come with an open mind. The more we 
show, the better coverage we get. You tell them the 
truth and let them write what they want to write. 

Q: Many in the media think you are hiding some-
thing somewhere.
A: Yeah, you hear it on the buses – “Oh, they’re 
not showing us where they’ve got the shackles and 
the hunchback.” 

Q: Some Americans think we ought to be more 
aggressive in our interrogations of detainees.
A: That’s not American. We don’t do that. We 
all know what happened at Abu Ghraib, and a lot 

of us took that pretty hard. Not on our watch. 
This is not going to occur. This is not what Ameri-
cans do. Our soldiers, sailors, troopers, the com-
mands – all understand this. Some claim we have 
gone way too fair. If you listen to talk radio, or to 
the far right, they say we’re treating them way too 
well, and they are getting way too many privileges. 
You can’t win. 

Q: How hard is it to manage their spiritual needs?
A: I had a reporter who came and asked why we 
are bending over backwards. Why are you giving 
them all these religious privileges? We don’t even 
do this for Christians or Jews in the United States. 
You would never stop everything for Easter. We do 
this for the detainees because we found that the 
more they study the Koran, the more education 
they get. The more they read the book themselves, 
the more compliant they become. They respect the 
fact that we are respecting their religion.

Q: Can you explain the “joint” in Joint Task Force 
Guantanamo Bay? 
A: Think of it this way. The Coast Guard handles 
Guantanamo Bay. The Navy’s got the blue water 
around Cuba. You’ve got the Marines manning the 
wire between us and Cuba. Inside the camps, 
you’ve got Army and Navy working together. 
Security of the camp is actually handled by the 
Puerto Rico National Guard. Inside the facility, the 
staff – Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force – are all 
represented. Of course, you’ve got a naval air 
station, which has some Air Force fl avor to it. Then 
you add in what I jokingly call GIPS – guys in polo 
shirts: Homeland Security, FBI, the mapping 
agencies, all of these other civilian agencies that 
work with us. Our relationship is very good, 
maybe because we are all on this island, and it’s 
just us. The rivalries break down. We’re friends.

Q: But public perception, you say, is a bit skewed.
A: It’s the most misunderstood mission in the 
military. Within a few days of stepping off the 
plane at Naval Air Station Guantanamo Bay, you 
are immediately struck by paradox. You are in 
Cuba, but you don’t see Cubans. The place looks 
like a desert, but you are surrounded by water. You 
have an enemy, in a time of war, trying to kill him-
self while we are trying to keep him alive. It just 
goes on and on from there. We just shrug our 
shoulders and say, “It’s Gitmo.” 

– Jeff Stoffer

 ‘They respect the fact that we are respecting their religion.’
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Army Staff Sgt. Michael Montange lay in a 
hospital bed at Walter Reed Army Medical 

Center in Washington last September, painfully 
recuperating from combat wounds sustained just 
days earlier near Baghdad. In three tours, he had 
been wounded three times. This latest blow, Army 
doctors told him, would require 14 months or more 
of recovery.

By Christmas Eve, Montange was in Chelsea, 
Mich., celebrating the holidays with family and 
friends. He hadn’t been home in 10 years. He got 
there by the kindness of strangers, volunteers who 
fl y wounded warriors or military families in need 
between hometowns and hospital beds. The 
program, Air Compassion for Veterans (ACV), is a 

major spoke of Mercy Medical Airlift (MMA), 
which provides no-cost, medically related air-
transport services to in-theater troops, veterans 
and families. A $3 million grant from the Califor-
nia Community Foundation supports the program. 
The American Legion also supports MMA and, in 
2001, the National Executive Committee adopted 
the program, encouraging Legion departments and 
posts to get behind it.

For families such as the Montanges, the program 
is a godsend. “We were prepared for the worst 
when Michael returned injured this last time,” his 
mother, Nancy, said. “As severe as his wounds 
were, I don’t think any of us realistically thought 
he would be able to come home by Christmas. And 

Through the Air Compassion for Veterans program,
a former Army offi  cer provides free transportation for people in need. 

BY JAMES V. CARROLL

Special Deliveries

The Legion and Mercy Medical Airlift

Recognizing that many veterans and their families can’t aff ord air travel to specialized 
medical facilities, The American Legion’s National Executive Committee adopted the Mercy 
Medical Airlift program in 2001.

The Legion’s National Commission on Children and Youth is urged to inform post and 
department leaders about transportation available through MMA for children, families and 
veterans in need. The NEC also encourages its leadership to promote MMA programs in their 
communities.

In June 2007, The American Legion’s Heroes to Hometowns program and MMA’s Air 
Compassion for Veterans program signed a memorandum of understanding. They are 
cooperating to fi nd appropriate transportation for U.S. veterans from operations Iraqi 
Freedom and Enduring Freedom who need medical care or treatment.

Through cooperative eff orts, the Legion and MMA hope to expand medical air transport 
resources for veterans throughout the United States, and increase awareness of available air 
transport for severely wounded OEF/OIF veterans.

ABOVE: In the early 
1970s, Ed Boyer, the 

founder of Mercy 
Medical Airlift (MMA), 

kept track of passen-
gers and pilots on 
5-by-7 note cards. 

Today, computer 
programs help MMA 

staff  to schedule more 
than 12,000 missions, 

fl own by more than 
7,500 volunteer pilots.

James V. Carroll
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he probably wouldn’t have, had it not been for Air 
Compassion for Veterans. Michael was in too much 
pain to come home by ground transportation, and 
air transportation would have been so terribly 
expensive. We are all so excited.”

The program’s clientele is diverse, but they all 
have three things in common: medical problems, 
military affi liation, and a need to travel far – too 
far for a road trip. 

One MMA benefi ciary was a 2-year-old boy, 
nearly beaten to death by his mother in 2006; his 

Marine father was deployed in Iraq. ACV fl ew the 
boy from Texas to Florida, free of charge, so he 
could be with his grandparents. 

“Our family cannot thank the folks enough at 
Mercy Medical Airlift and Air Compassion for 
Veterans,” the boy’s grandfather said. “The medi-
cal air ambulance fl ight didn’t cost us a penny. We 
would never have been able to afford the cost of 
the fl ight. We were told it could have cost us as 
much as $60,000. We thank God for our blessings.”

MMA is the brainchild of Ed Boyer, a pilot and 

Q: What kind of fl ying experience do you have?

A: I’m 78 years old, and I started fl ying when I 
was in my early 40s. I learned to fl y right here at 
this airport. If I recall correctly, it took me 70 
hours or so over a three-year period to get my 
license. I had a business to run, and I took 
lessons every opportunity I got, but it took a 
long time.

Q: How did you learn about Mercy Medical Airlift 
(MMA)?

A: I was aware of the program for quite some 
time before I got involved. As I learned more 
about it, I knew it was something I could do to 
help other people. So I started fl ying missions 
in 1998 or 1999. I enjoy fl ying, and I enjoy 
helping people get from point A to point B and 
back for needed medical attention. It’s a 
win-win situation for me.

Q: What are the requirements to fl y for MMA?

A: They require a pilot to have at least 250 
hours as pilot in command, 25 hours pilot-in-
command time in the type of aircraft to be 
fl own, a current instrument rating, and access 
to an aircraft. They are very safety-conscious 
and choose their volunteer pilots very carefully.

Q: How many MMA missions have you fl own?

A: I really don’t keep count. I fl y when I can. I 
have a business to run that takes a lot of my 
time, but I keep an eye on fl ight requests to see 
if any fi t my schedule. And sometimes Mercy 
Medical will call me to see if I am available. I try 
to help out when I can. 

Q: Describe some of the passengers you’ve 
transported.

A: I’ve fl own infants as young as seven months 
old and elderly folks well into their 70s. And I’ve 
fl own a lot of teenagers. The folks I fl y have to 
be ambulatory. If they are minors, they have to 
have an adult accompany them. We also, on 
occasion, fl y people for reasons other than 
medical if a need arises.

More than 7,500 pilots across the United States 
volunteer to fl y needy patients to and from long-
distance medical appointments at no charge. Ernie 
Hudson has logged more than 7,000 hours, fl ying his 
single-engine, low-wing Bonanza 836 out of 
Landmark Aviation in Norfolk, Va.

James V. Carroll
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former Army ordnance offi cer who works out of 
Virginia Beach, Va. What began in the early 1970s 
as Boyer’s avocation has since evolved into a 24/7 
national network whose volunteer aviators ferry 
patients between medical and research facilities 
across the country.

In the beginning, Boyer ran the charitable airlift 
program by word-of-mouth from a shoebox full of 
5-by-7 note cards containing donor, pilot and 
constituent information. Today, MMA is a comput-
erized network that manages air transport for 
servicemembers, veterans and their families, along 
with other patients who need fl ights to medical 
facilities within 1,000 miles of their homes.

“At fi rst it was only me,” Boyer says. “But later, a 
few friends – a retired Air Force general, an Air 
Force major and a Washington, D.C., pastor – vol-
unteered their time and planes. Today, we have 
more than 1,500 pilots in the mid-Atlantic region. 
Nationwide, we have 7,500 to 8,000 pilots who 
volunteer time and planes to get people to and 
from their medical appointments.”

Through its programs, MMA completed nearly 
12,000 missions during fi scal 2007 – up from 7,100 
in 2006. About 430 of them were fl own in support 
of troops, veterans and their families affected by 
operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom.

Through its National Patient Travel Center help 
line, MMA also provides information on the many 
charitable long-distance air medical transport 
options. MMA operates several charitable and 
discount commercial airline programs, providing 
tickets for patients who need to fl y more than 
1,000 miles to their medical facilities. Deep-dis-
counted ticket programs are also available for 
needy people traveling for compassion and be-
reavement purposes. MMA also helps patients by 
working to lower air ambulance costs.

Boyer is widely acknowledged as the father of 
modern charitable medical air transportation. He 
recently received AARP Magazine’s Inspire Impact 
Award, recognizing him as one of 10 “inspired 
go-getters” in the United States who is “improving 
our world in myriad ways.” While he graciously 
accepts the accolades, his focus remains fi xed on 
those whom MMA and its programs serve.

“Our job is to get folks to and from their long-
distance medical appointments,” Boyer says. 
“A patient fi nds us. We fi nd volunteer pilots or 
obtain airline tickets. It’s no more complicated 
than that.”  

James V. Carroll is assistant editor for 
The American Legion Magazine. 

Cheyenne is one of thousands of children transported by 
vlounteer pilots to and from medical appointments.

To volunteer your time and plane
www.volunteerpilot.org
Financial contributions
 www.mercymedical.org
Mercy Medical Airlift
4620 Haygood Road, Suite 1
Virginia Beach, VA 23455

Donate U.S. Airways frequent fl yer miles
(800) 296-3797 
www.mercymedical.org (click on the “U.S. Airways 
Dividend Miles” link ) 
To request services
Angel Flight: (800) 296-3797
MMA accepts requests from anyone directly involved 
in the need: doctors, nurses, patients, social workers, 
transportation coordinators, family members and 
others. Angel Flight is available to adult patients or 
children, and an escort, needing transport for medical 
evaluation, diagnosis or treatment. Patients must be 
ambulatory and require no in-fl ight medical care. 
Angel Flight will also fl y passengers with compassion 
needs on a case-by-case basis. There must be a 
fi nancial or compelling need for the fl ight, and the 
destination must be within 1,000 miles.
Air Compassion for Veterans: (888) 662-6794, 
www.aircompassionforveterans.org
ACV accepts requests to provide medically related 
air-transport services to troops, veterans and families 
aff ected by military deployment in OEF or OIF. 
National Patient Travel Center help line:
(800) 296-1217, www.patienttravel.org
The help line assists with coordination of commercial 
airline fl ights, location of lower air-ambulance services 
and/or medically assisted commercial travel.
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advanced horological technique to create the
multifunction masterpiece. This one-of-a-kind
watch was to become the most coveted piece 
in the collection of the Museum of Time near
Chicago. Recently this ultra-rare innovation 
was auctioned off for the record price of
$11,030,000 by Sotheby’s to a secretive 
anonymous collector. Now the watch is locked
away in a private vault in an unknown location. 
We believe that a classic like this
should be available to true watch
aficionados, so Stauer replicated
the exact Graves design in the 
limited edition Graves ‘33.

The antique enameled face and
Bruguet hands are true to the 
original. But the real beauty of 
this watch is on the inside. We
replicated an extremely complicated
automatic movement with 27 
jewels and seven hands. There 
are over 210 individual parts that

are assembled entirely by hand and then tested
for over 15 days on Swiss calibrators to ensure
accuracy. The watches are then reinspected in 
the United States upon their arrival.  

What makes rare watches rare? 

Business Week states it best…“It’s the complica-
tions that can have the biggest impact on price.”
(Business Week, July, 2003). The four interior
complications on our Graves™ watch display 
the month, day, date and the 24 hour clock
graphically depicts the sun and the moon. The
innovative engine for this timepiece is powered
by the movement of the body as the automatic

rotor winds the mainspring. It never
needs batteries and never needs to be
manually wound. The precision
crafted gears are “lubricated” by 27
rubies that give the hands a smooth
sweeping movement. And the watch 
is tough enough to stay water resistant
to 5 atmospheres. The movement is
covered by a 2-year warranty.

Not only have we emulated this
stunning watch of the 1930s but just
as surprising, we’ve been able to build
this luxury timepiece for a spectacular

price. Many fine 27-jewel auto-
matics that are on the market
today are usually priced well
over $2,000 dollars, but you
can enter the rarified world of
fine watch collecting for under
$100. You can now wear a 
millionaire’s watch but still 
keep your millions in your vest
pocket. Try the handsome Graves ‘33 timepiece
risk-free for 30 days. If you are not thrilled with
the quality and rare design, please send it back
for a full refund of the purchase price.

World’s Most Valuable
Timepiece Disappears
World’s Most Valuable
Timepiece Disappears

Not Available in Stores
Call now to take advantage of this 
limited offer.
Stauer Graves™ ‘33 Wristwatch $99 +S&H

or 3 credit card payments of $33 +S&H

800-859-1736
Promotional Code GRV860-04
Please mention this code when you call.
To order by mail, please call for details.

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 800-859-1736
Visit us online at www.Stauer.com for the complete line of Stauer Watches, Jewelry and Collectibles 

27 jewels and 210
hand-assembled 
parts drive this 

classic masterpiece.

14101 Southcross Drive W.,
Dept. GRV860-04
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

The face of the
original 1930’s

Graves timepiece
from the 

Museum of Time.

Page 47



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   AUGUST 200848

[VERBATIM ]

“That is what I wish. I wish to be martyred.”
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, during a death-penalty trial for 

his role as mastermind of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks 

“I condemn absolutely any members of the public 
who show abuse or discrimination to our armed forces. 
They should be thanked for the great job that 
they’re doing, and they should be encouraged to 
wear the uniform in public.”

British Prime Minister Gordon Brown, after he learned that 

the commander of a UK airbase ordered military personnel 

to wear civilian clothes when they leave base

“She has the impression 
that people want to silence her.”

Francois-Xavier Kelidjian, lawyer for Brigitte Bardot, 

after the 73-year-old fi lm star was fi ned for provoking discrimination 

and racial hatred, by writing that Muslims are destroying France 

“This is the century when white people will become a 
minority in this country. What that means is, right now, 
we need to have a clear picture of where we’re headed.” 

Ben Jealous, newly named president of the National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP)

“We no longer have a moral compass.”
Hartford, Conn., Police Chief Daryl Roberts,

after security cameras captured dozens of witnesses driving past 

a 78-year-old hit-and-run victim without stopping to help

“You want to be naked in private, fi ne. ... I just don’t 
want you to prance around like a puff ed-up chicken 
in front of my kids and think it’s OK.”

Tony Strange of Westmore, Vt., on the nearby nudist beach 

at Southwest Cove. He is circulating a petition to convince the 

town board to pass an anti-nudity ordinance.

“Once they do get an inventory, I think we’re 
not going to like what we fi nd.” 

Robert Bea, a University of California-Berkeley levee expert, 

after an Army Corps of Engineers offi  cial told reporters that 

the federal agency lacks an inventory for thousands of the 

country’s levees, and has no idea of their condition

“Some of them are embarrassed. They say, ‘I was trying 
to make it until Friday,’ and they couldn’t do it.”

Gary Siley, AAA employee, on the increase in drivers needing 

assistance after trying to stretch their mileage and running out of gas

“Let me tell you something. If I invade IHOP, 
pancakes are going to be cheaper in my house.”

Comedian Chris Rock, 
questioning why gas prices are so high

despite the U.S. occupation of Iraq

“Mr. Fujimori ... you are sleeping!”
Peruvian judge César San Martin, scolding the former president 

for snoozing at his own trial, where he stands accused of 

authorizing death-squad kidnappings and massacres in the early 1990s

“They have to try to take everything away.”
Linda Garcia, a Seattle resident, on a proposal by the city’s parks 

department to ban beach bonfi res because of global warming fears

“Invincible Ugly Woman”
China’s translation of the hit American sitcom “Ugly Betty,”

which is scheduled to be adapted by 

the Hunan satellite television network this year

[BUSINESS ]

Combat-wounded 
Army captain 

makes her name in 
defense contracting.

Twenty-eight-year-old West Point graduate Dawn Halfaker 
has taken her company from zero to 100 in less than three years.

In January 2006, she launched Halfaker and Associates, LLC, 
a Washington-based company that develops and installs high-tech 
national security, communication and force-protection systems 
for the federal government. 

Today, the company Halfaker started with a line of credit, 
a military clearance and a mind for details is on track to more 
than double its 2007 revenues, surpass the 100-employee mark, 
and prove to the world what a combat-wounded veteran can 
do as a defense contractor.

A member of The American Legion Small Business Task Force, 
the former starting guard for the Army women’s basketball team 
has appeared in the pages of magazines ranging from 
Vetrepreneur to Cosmopolitan. She recently spoke with 
The American Legion Magazine.

THE MEASURE OF A

Suzy Allman
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Q: Can you describe your experience in Iraq?
A: I deployed in February 2004. I went to Kuwait 
and then into Iraq a couple weeks later as an MP. 
I was a platoon leader at the time, so I had about 
32 soldiers I was responsible for, about 45 min-
utes north of Baghdad.

I was wounded June 19, 2004, by a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade. We came around a corner and 
got hit with an RPG. I was in the fi rst vehicle in 
the convoy. The rocket-propelled grenade went 
straight through the front of the vehicle and 
down my right side. It took off my arm and gave 
me some other nasty injuries. It left me a little bit 
lifeless there in the truck. Luckily, my driver was 
still with it. He basically got us out of the kill 
zone and took us back to the police station. 
There was a squad leader in the vehicle, as well, 
who lost his arm. Very similar injuries.

Q: You went from the fi eld hospital in Iraq to 
Landstuhl, to Walter Reed, and you were in 
a coma. Then you woke up. Do you remember 
regaining consciousness? 
A: You wake up, and you don’t understand what’s 
happening, what’s going on. I didn’t understand 
why I wasn’t with my platoon. They told me I’d 
lost my arm. I didn’t know. That was a crucial 
point in my life, no longer having an arm. From 
that point on, it was all about getting better.

Q: Now you wear a business suit. But you don’t 
use a prosthetic arm. Why?
A: I have three of them. I don’t wear one 
by choice.

Q: You’ve had a lot of business success early. 
To what do you attribute that?
A: I would not say I am naturally an entrepre-
neur. I’d say I am naturally someone who just 
wants to carry on and endure. I had some unique 
opportunities to do some consulting, based on 
my experiences in Iraq and some other things 
I had been through. There were some opportuni-
ties with government agencies, but to make them 
work, really, I had to form my own company. 
So I got my fi rst contract and did some consult-
ing. I was the only employee. Other opportunities 
came up. So I had a chance to start a business 
and take it to the next level.

Q: Your business is somewhat diffi cult to describe, 
let alone excel at. What was it like to go from 

military police offi cer to defense researcher and 
force-protection system developer?
A: It was a shift in the sense that I wasn’t a 
researcher, but I know what information 
commanders need to make decisions. I can 
bridge the gap from tactical to operational, 
based on my experiences. I knew what soldiers 
needed to fi ght. But it was a huge learning 
curve just understanding the industry, 
government contracting, research.

Q: Where is your work being deployed?
A: Actually, a lot of our innovative work is with 
the Navy right now, setting up operation centers 
around the world, but mainly in the continental 
United States, basically bringing the Navy to the 
operational capacity that the Army has had for 
some years. An operations center has to do with 
fl ow of information. What does a commander 
need to make a decision? We have all the Navy 
regions talking to each other and all the informa-
tion fl owing to a central point.

Q: Do you foresee any of your systems put to work 
in the war zone where you were hit? 
A: We have a couple of contracts right now that do 
necessitate travel overseas. It would be interesting 
for me, personally, to go back to Iraq. I might have 
mixed feelings, but I would love to go back.

Q: You are now helping other disabled veterans 
learn how to obtain federal contracts, as required 
by law. Did you, yourself, know about the opportu-
nities in federal contracting for disabled veterans 
when you broke into business? 
A: Once I got into the world of government 
contracting, I got smart very quickly about the 
availability of programs for veterans. I think the 
veteran program is very important. 

Q: And you make a point of hiring 
veteran employees.
A: One of the things our company is committed 
to is hiring veterans. We are 85-percent veteran 
right now, and we intend to stay that way, if not 
more. Specifi cally, we are hiring wounded 
veterans. That’s a mission very near and dear 
to my heart. I’ll let a job sit open as long as I can, 
if I decide I need to put a wounded warrior in 
that spot. We balance our passion with our 
bottom line, and it’s worked so far.

– Jeff Stoffer
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[ACTIVE DUTY ]

Warrior poets
BY MICHAEL P. TREMOGLIE

Leave it to the Marines to fi nd people who not 
only can fi eld strip an M16 but can also clean and 
polish a trombone, people who not only can storm 
a beach through a hail of bullets but can also play 
the tranquil notes of Brahms’ Lullaby.

Such are the talented men and women of the 
U.S. Marine Corps bands. 
All 14 bands are staffed by 
personnel who receive the 
same training and fulfi ll the 
same combat roles required 
of other Marines. The 
exception is the 130-member 
U.S. Marine Band, called 
“The President’s Own.” 
As the primary band for 
White House ceremonies, 
this is the one most familiar 
to the public.

There are 50 musicians and one offi cer in each of 
the 12 “fl eet bands” located at bases in Quantico, 
Va.; Cherry Point and Camp Lejeune, N.C.; New 
Orleans; Parris Island, S.C.; Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii; 
Albany, Ga.; Camp Pendleton, Twentynine Palms, 
Miramar and San Diego, Calif.; and Okinawa, 
Japan. The other two units – the Drum and Bugle 
Corps (also known as “The Commandant’s Own”), 
which numbers 81 musicians, and the aforemen-
tioned “The President’s Own” – are stationed in 
Washington, D.C.

Applicants not only have to qualify as musicians, 
they also have to qualify as Marines. Not everyone 
can make the grade. 

Those auditioning are required to play a pre-
pared piece of music they choose, then play scales 
and, fi nally, perform a sight reading.

Once musicians qualify, they attend recruit 
training, followed by Marine combat training. Next, 
they head to the School of Music in Norfolk, Va., 
where Army, Navy and Marine musicians sharpen 
their skills. Over a period of 24 weeks, Marine 
musicians are instructed in music theory, ear 
training, concert band, jazz ensemble, contempo-

rary music ensemble, improvisation and 
drill band. They also spend about three 
hours each week in physical training. 

The schedule is demanding. Days 
begin at about 5 a.m. for most students, 
and practice usually takes place in the 
evenings or on weekends.

Virginia Allen, an instructor at 
Philadelphia’s world-famous Curtis 
Institute of Music, served as an Army 
offi cer and taught at the school. “The 
quality of education at the School of 
Music has always been excellent,” she 

says, pointing out that music develops esprit de 
corps, builds morale, relieves stress and counter-
acts loneliness. 

Throughout history, fables from many cultures 
have featured the archetype of a hero who is 
ruthless when vanquishing evil, yet kind, compas-
sionate, and willing to help those in need. All 
cultures esteem the warrior-poet – someone able to 
slay dragons, yet compose a beautiful melody or 
sonnet. The Celts had Ossian, the greatest poet in 
Ireland and a Fianna warrior. The Romans had 
Ennius, a centurion who later wrote poetry. The 
Vikings had Egill Skallagrímsson.

We have the musicians of the U.S. Marine Corps. 

Michael P. Tremoglie is a freelance writer and a 
former Philadelphia police offi cer.

To request a U.S. Marine Corps 
band for public events, contact the 
commander of the Marine 
installation nearest you or write to:

Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps
Attn: Band Coordinator
2 Navy Annex (PAC)
Washington, DC 20380-1775

(703) 614-1054

(703) 614-2358 (fax)

www.usmc.mil/community

U.S. Marines
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In a House Committee on Foreign 
Aff airs hearing April 9, Gen. David 
Petraeus responded to questions about 
the reasons for war in Iraq.

Rep. Robert Wexler, D-Fla.: What has 
all this been for? And please, 
respectfully, don’t tell us, as you told 
Sen. Warner yesterday, to remove a 
brutal dictator. That’s not good 
enough …. What did Stuart Wolfer and 
the other 4,024 sons and daughters die 

for? ... Please tell us, General: 
what is winning?”

Gen. Petraeus: First of all, Congress, let 
me tell you that what we are fi ghting 
for is national interests. It is interests 
that, as I stated, have to do with 
al-Qaeda, a sworn enemy of the United 
States and the free world. 

It has to do with 
the possible 
spread of sectarian 
confl ict in Iraq .... 
It has to do with 
regional stability 
of a region that 
is of critical 
importance to the 
global economy. And it has to do with 
the infl uence of Iran, another obviously 
very important element in that region. 

In terms of what it is that we are 
trying to achieve, I think simply it is a 
country that is at peace with itself and 
its neighbors .... We’re not after the Holy 
Grail in Iraq. We’re not after Jeff ersonian 
democracy. We’re after conditions that 
would allow our soldiers to disengage. 
And that is, in fact, what we are doing 
as we achieve progress, as we have 
with the surge ... well over one quarter 
of our ground combat power, fi ve of 
20 brigade combat teams, plus two 
Marine battalions and the Marine 
expeditionary unit by the end of July.”

Wexler: “Thank you.”

[WAR ON TERROR ]

FYI on AQI
Data about al-Qaeda in Iraq 

(AQI) seized in Sinjar challenges 
the view that suicide attacks in 
Iraq are mostly homegrown. 
As The Washington Post reports, 
90 percent of suicide bombers 
have been foreigners. And AQI 
is dominated by foreign imports. 
Forty percent of those detailed 
in the records were Saudi, and 
40 percent were North African, 
almost half of whom were Libyan.

[FOREIGN AFFAIRS ]

Standing guard
France is building a naval base 

in Abu Dhabi, directly across from 
Iran. The International Herald 
Tribune reports that the 400-man 
permanent installation is France’s 
fi rst in the Persian Gulf.

President Nicolas Sarkozy says 
the base “is a sign to all that France 
is participating in the stability of 
this region of the world.”

Most Americans ‘don’t know 
enough’ about Petraeus

On the eve of Army Gen. David 
Petraeus’ congressional testimony, 
the Pew Research Center polled 
1,001 adults about the top U.S. 
commander in Iraq.

 Percent of Republicans who 
rated Petraeus positively 

 Percent of Democrats who 
gave the general the thumbs up

 Percent of independents who 
agreed

 Percent of Americans who said 
they don’t know enough about 
Petraeus to off er an opinion

 Percent who said they view 
Petraeus favorably

 Percent who said they have an 
unfavorable view of the general

[NATIONAL SECURITY ]

DoD on PRC

 The PRC is “pursuing comprehensive 
transformation from a mass army 
designed for protracted wars of 
attrition on its territory to one 
capable of fi ghting and winning 
short-duration, high-intensity 
confl icts along its periphery against 
high-tech adversaries.”

 There are between 990 and 
1,070 short-range ballistic missiles 
opposite Taiwan, and the PRC “is 
increasing the size of this force at a rate 
of more than 100 missiles per year.”

 “China bases 490 combat aircraft 
within un-refueled operational range of 
Taiwan, and has the airfi eld capacity to 
expand that number by hundreds.”

 In the past year, numerous computer 
networks around the world, including 
those owned by the U.S. government, 
were “subject to intrusions that appear 
to have originated within the PRC.”

 The Chinese navy “has received 
seven new domestically produced 
surface combatants in the past 
two years.”

The Pentagon’s 2008 report on the military power of the People’s Republic of 
China paints an ominous picture:

[WAR ON TERROR ]

‘What has all this been for? ... What is winning?’

DoD

CLEAR MEADOWS,
PASTURES, 
ROADSIDES
– all those non-lawn areas that 
ordinary mowers can’t touch!

800-731-0257
DRfieldbrush.com

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog!

TOLL-FREE

THE AMAZING DR® FIELD and BRUSH
MOWER CUTS tall grass, weeds, brambles,
tough brush, including hardwood saplings up 
to 2½" thick.
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[DISASTER PREPAREDNESS ]

A quick
response

Iowa Legion acts after tornado, 
fl ooding devastate communities. 

On May 25, a tornado more than a mile wide, 
with winds in excess of 200 mph, ripped through 
Parkersburg, Iowa, and nearby communities, 
killing seven people and destroying or damaging 
hundreds of homes. 

Less than two weeks later, severe storms caused 
a levee to break and fl ood the nearby town of New 
Hartford, forcing mass evacuations.

In both disasters, The American Legion stepped 
up to help. Dozens of National Emergency Fund 
(NEF) grants have been processed and dispersed to 
veterans and 
their families. 
In Parkersburg, 
Post 285 – one 
of the few 
buildings to 
escape damage – 
provided nearly 
30,000 meals 
over six days. 

Post 285 had 
planned a Memo-
rial Day breakfast 
for 600 people, but 
ended up giving 
the food to the Red Cross to serve more than 200 
people forced to relocate to a shelter. 

“That’s when we started gathering more food,” 
Post 285 Commander Neal Schrage said. “By 
Monday night, we had close to 10,000 people 

eating at the post. From Monday night until the 
following Sunday night, we served 4,500 to 
5,000 meals a day.”

Food came from all over. A local Kwik Star 
convenience store, destroyed by the tornado, 
donated “semi loads of food,” Schrage said. Other 
contributors included Target, Wal-Mart, Swiss 
Valley Farms, Crystal Ice, and civic organizations 
and churches all over the state. 

American Legion posts also lent a hand, includ-
ing some in Ohio and Indiana. Legion Riders in 
Washington, Iowa, delivered a truckful of supplies 
and hand-delivered cash donations to Schrage, 
who said he was stunned by the outpouring of 

support. “It’s amazing that 
when you have a disaster 
food comes from heaven like 
manna,” he said. “We started 
with a small pile of food, and 
it just kept growing.”

Later, Post 285 opened its 
doors to Guardsmen activat-
ed to help with clean-up 
efforts, providing a place for 
soldiers to rest in shifts, and 
served as a command post 
for FEMA, Red Cross and 
Iowa State Patrol rescue and 
relief workers. 

More than 40 families from Post 285 were 
affected by the tornado, and turned to the Legion’s 
NEF for help. The fi rst batch of checks was turned 
around in three days. 
  – Steve Brooks, Philip M. Callaghan

An American Legion publication, 
“Disaster Preparedness and 
Response for American Legion 
Posts” (Stock No. 58-002), off ers 
complete details for planning, 
organizing and executing a 
program that responds 
eff ectively to disasters. 

(202) 861-2700
 www.legion.org/
documents/legion/pdf/
disaster_07.pdf
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The American Legion

A guide to planning, organizing, and executing a disaster 

preparedness and response support program with your community

700 N. Pennsylvania St., Indianapolis, IN 46204, (317) 630-1200, www.legion.org

Getty
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[MEMORIAM ]

Maupin family lays son to rest
Thousands attended the funeral of Army Staff  Sgt. Keith “Matt” Maupin at Great 

American Ball Park in Cincinnati on April 29, nearly four years after insurgents 
captured the soldier in an ambush west of Baghdad. Services followed a 20-hour 
visitation at Union Township Civic Center, where 10,000 people passed his casket.

On March 30, Army offi  cials told Keith and Carolyn Maupin that their missing son 
died in Iraq. “My heart sinks, but I know they can’t hurt him anymore,” Keith said 
then. The Dayton Daily News reported that a tip from an Iraqi led to the discovery 
of Maupin’s remains in northwest Baghdad; DNA testing confi rmed his identity.

“Matt Maupin was not recruited; Matt walked into our station and enlisted,” said 
Master Sgt. Billy Ray Durham, the Army Reserve recruiter who signed up Maupin. “I 
knew from the start he would make an excellent soldier ... We all wish that he had 
walked off  that plane yesterday with that goofy smile I remember so well.”

In April 2007, The American Legion Magazine published an article about Maupin 
and his parents. Three other soldiers remain missing in Iraq.

AP

FAR FASTER & EASIER
to use than hard-to-handle, 
walk-behind tillers.

TOWS BEHIND ATVs, riding 
mowers or lawn tractors.

REMOTE CONTROL lets you make 
precise adjustments to tilling depth from
your tow-vehicle.

TILLS A 3-FOOT SWATH with 
each pass — twice the width of most 
walk-behind tillers!

24 STEEL BOLO
TINES turn at 230
rpm to create
perfect seedbeds
for planting.

©
 2

00
8 

C
H

P,
 In

c.
 

DR® ROTO-HOG™ 

POWER TILLER
Till While You Ride!

800-731-0257
DRrototiller.com

TOLL-FREE

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog!

NEW!

YES, I would like to receive a free patient information kit.

Name ________________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City _________________________ State ________ Zip _________

Phone ________________________________________________  

Email ________________________________________________

Please fax (706) 210-4740 or mail completed coupon to:

BONRO Medical: P.O. Box 1880 Evans, GA 30809

Benefits of the Vacurect™ System:

 
 
 

 

 
AL.08.08

Vacurect™

Conventional PumpsVacurect™

The Difference is in the Design

Page 53



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   AUGUST 200854

[MEMBERSHIP ]

[NATIONAL SECURITY ]

[AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL ]

Post 911 energizes 
West Coast

Des Moines chief named Law Enforcement Offi  cer of Year
Des Moines Chief of Police Judy Bradshaw 

will receive The American Legion’s Law 
Enforcement Offi  cer of the Year award at the 
90th National Convention in Phoenix.

In 28 years, Bradshaw has worked in vice, 
narcotics and tactical units, special operations, 
and the detective and inspectional services 
bureau. She also made time to earn two 
degrees from Drake University, serve on several 
community boards, complete courses at the FBI 
National Academy and the Harvard School of 
Government, and raise two young children. 

American Legion Post 37 in Ames, Iowa, 
nominated Bradshaw as Department Law 
Offi  cer of the Year. The Department of Iowa 
then nominated her for the national award. 

Bradshaw’s accomplishments include 
establishing a department K-9 unit, a domestic-
response team to provide assistance to families 
and children who have experienced abuse, and 
a program to assist offi  cers deployed on 
military duty and their families. She also 
authored a study on crack cocaine and gangs, 
one of her several published works.

Nebraska teen named 
 player of the year

With its progressive politics, high cost of living and lack of military 
bases, San Francisco is not a place one would look to fi nd the newest 
generation of Legionnaires. Yet the Bay Area is now home to one of the 
fastest-growing and unique posts in The American Legion. 

“If The American Legion can succeed in San Francisco, and we are 
proving that it can, it can succeed anywhere,” says Michael Gerold, com-
mander of American Legion Post 911. 

As its moniker suggests, the new post was born in the aftermath of 
the worst terrorist attack in U.S. history. Fittingly, its membership ranks 
are dominated by veterans of the war on terror. Chartered on Sept. 11, 
2007, the post already had more than 100 Legionnaires by spring. 
Moreover, 84 percent of its membership is younger than 27 years old. 

The post’s Web site, www.legionpost911.net, refl ects the interests of a 
new generation of veterans. “The fi rst-of-its-kind Legion SCUBA, paint-
ball, triathlon, skydiving, and Expedition Adventure League are now 
available to the new generation of high-adventure seekers,” it proclaims. 

Another way the post is reaching younger veterans is through X-Box 
Live. At any given time, tens of thousands of people are on the network 
playing “Call of Duty IV: Modern Warfare,” and with the group screen 
name ‘P911’ the post is able to recruit members from as far away as 
Puerto Rico, New York, Massachusetts and even Iraq. 

“We plan to expand our outreach through new media,” Gerold says. 
“We have an information offi cer who will put our footprint on MySpace, 
Facebook, SecondLife.com, Yahoo, our Virtual Post 911 and podcasts.” 

– John Raughter 

Blaine Drozd of Genoa, Neb., 
has been selected as the 2007 
George W. Rulon American 
Legion Baseball 
National Player 
of the Year. The 
selection is made 
on the basis of 
integrity, mental 
attitude, 
cooperation, 
citizenship, 
sportsmanship, 
scholastic aptitude and good 
conduct. After being selected 
as the 2007 Department of 
Nebraska Baseball Player of the 
Year, Drozd was then named 
the Central Plains Region Player 
of the Year and received a 
$1,000 scholarship.   

As the George W. Rulon 
American Legion National 
Player of the Year, he receives a 
$4,000 scholarship and a trip to 
the 90th National Convention 
in Phoenix to receive his award. 
Drozd, the second Nebraska 
player to win the honor, 
received his award June 16 at 
Hall of Fame Game ceremonies 
in Cooperstown, N.Y. 

George W. Rulon served The 
American Legion for 25 years as 
American Legion Baseball 
program coordinator. Gatorade 
has sponsored the regional and 
player of the year scholarships 
for 22 years.

John Raughter

Marty Callaghan
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For people like me, who want a cell phone that’s easy to use. Over the years, 
cell phones have become smaller and smaller with so many complicated features.
They are harder to program and harder to use. But the Jitterbug® cell phone has 
simplified everything, so it’s not only easy to use, it’s easy to try. No crowded 
malls, no waiting in line, no confusing sales people, or complicated plans. 
Affordable and convenient cell phone service is only a toll-free phone call away.

The new Jitterbug® cell phone makes calling simple!
• Large, bright, easy to see display and buttons 
• Comes pre-programmed and ready to use right out of the box
• No contract required
• An operator is always available to help you, and will call you by name
• Push “Yes” to call directly from your personal phone list 
• Soft ear cushion and louder volume for better sound quality 
• Separate Volume Up/Down button on cover of phone
• Hearing aid compatible 
• Familiar dial tone confirms service (no other cell phone has this) 
• Service as low as $10 a month* 
• Access help wherever you go

Service as low as $10 a month and a friendly 30-day return policy**. If you’ve ever wanted the 
security and convenience of a cell phone, but never wanted the fancy features and minutes you don’t 
need… Jitterbug® is for you. Like me, you’ll soon be telling your friends about Jitterbug®. Call now.

Introducing the world’s simplest cell phone experience – with service as low as $10 a month*

It doesn’t play games, take pictures,
or give you the weather

The Jitterbug® developed with Samsung®. 
It’s the cell phone that’s changing all the rules.

brought to you by

See 
hundreds of 
other innovative 
products for Boomers and

BeyondTM at www.firstSTREETonline.com 
Call 1-800-704-1211 for a Free Catalog.

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, select 
calling plans, and credit approval. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images 
simulated. Coverage and service not available everywhere. Copyright © GreatCall, Inc. Jitterbug
and GreatCall are trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung
Electronics America, Inc and its related entities. *Not including government taxes, assessment
surcharges, and set-up fee. **Applies to phone and monthly service charges only, provided call
time usage is less than 30 minutes and phone is in like-new condition. Usage charges may apply.
✝All plans require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone. In addition, there is a one time set up fee
of $35. ✝✝Jitterbug will work almost everywhere in the U.S. where cellular service is available
from most of the major carriers.

Jitterbug® Cell Phone Item# BU-4722

Call now for our lowest price.
Please mention promotional code 36389.

1-866-540-0297
www.jitterbugdirect.com

Questions about Jitterbug?  Try our pre-recorded 

Jitterbug Toll-Free Hotline 1-800-230-9045

NEW
No

Contract

Full Dial Phone available 
in Graphite and White.

Available in a simple
12-button Dial phone
and an even simpler
3-button OneTouch
phone for easy access 
to the operator, the
number of your 
choice, and 911.
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[ECONOMICS ]

Is your business “Googleicious”?
What are the secrets that can make your veteran business easier to fi nd on the 

Internet? There are several factors involved. Some have to do with your Web site; 
others have to do with other people’s Web sites.

Ninety percent of getting highly rated by search engines 
is completely free of charge. With a little bit of elbow 
grease, you, too, can make your veteran-owned business 
“Googleicious.”

Here are the top fi ve ways to get yourself listed on the 
major search engines:

1. Have a Web site. It doesn’t have to be elaborate, but you 
should have something for potential customers to look at if 
they are contemplating doing business with you. Having a 
Web presence gives your company credibility, but believe it 
or not, you can be Googleicious even without a Web site. 

2. SEO (Search Engine Optimization). This covers a lot of ground, far too much to 
cover in this article, but if you type “Search Engine Optimization” into your search 
engine, you will see what I mean.

3. Write short articles for local newspapers. This will get you listed on their sites. 
Make sure you write about your business specialty and make it educational, not 
promotional. You’re always entitled to add your contact information at the end of 
the article, and that is all you need for the search engines to fi nd you.

4. Participate in blogs. A blog is simply an online conversation in which you 
answer a question someone has posted. Look for sites that are related to your 
industry and look for their blog sections. Remember, include your contact 
information in your answer.

5. Submit written testimony “for the record” to Congress. This is my secret 
weapon. Every industry in the United States is represented in Congress in one way 
or another. The Senate and the House conduct hundreds of hearings every year. 
Congressional testimony becomes part of the offi  cial record, is recorded in the 
Federal Register and is stored in the National Archives forever. Veterans have 
built-in committees that conduct hearings each month. Next issue, I will tell you 
how to write your testimony correctly, for maximum exposure and mileage.

If you want to learn more about making your company Googleicious, or simply 
need small business advice, drop me a line by e-mail. Until then, I’ll be “On Point” 
for veterans in business.

Readers are welcome to send their questions for “On Point” directly to the author at 
lcelli@nevbrc.org. Louis J. Celli, Jr. is a retired Army master sergeant who has started 
and developed businesses, and has counseled hundreds of veteran entrepreneurs. He is 
CEO of the Northeast Veterans Business Resource Center.

BY LOUIS J. CELLI JR.
VETERANS & BUSINESS

ON POINT

The American Legion works with companies and agencies that off er 
job fairs for veterans across the nation. For updated information about 
events, visit them online.

 AVUE TECHNOLOGIES: Web site focused on improving government 
employment opportunities for veterans. www.vetjobs.us

 MILITARY.COM: Register for events online. www.military.com, 
click on “Career Fairs”

 RECRUIT MILITARY, LLC: Register for events online. 
www.recruitmilitary.com, click on “Job Seekers” 

FINDING JOB FAIRS
[MEDAL OF HONOR ]

Master Sgt. Woodrow 
Wilson Keeble
U.S. Army

On March 3, President 
George W. Bush awarded 
the Medal of Honor 
posthumously to Army 
Master Sgt. Woodrow 
Wilson Keeble, praising 
the Sioux Indian’s great 
courage in World War II 
and the Korean War. 

Near Sangsan-ni, 
Korea, on Oct. 20, 1951, 

Keeble braved enemy fi repower 
and grenades to aid a pinned-
down platoon. Crawling forward in 
a one-man assault, he destroyed or 
neutralized three enemy positions.

Keeble, who died in 1982, was 
recommended twice for the Medal 
of Honor, but the paperwork was 
lost each time. Eventually, the legal 
deadline passed. In late 2007, the 
four senators from the Dakotas 
succeeded in passing legislation to 
give him his long-overdue medal.

800-731-0257
DRtrimmers.com

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog!

TOLL-FREE

The original, patented DR® TRIMMER/
MOWER is both a precision trimmer 
and a powerful mower!

THE EASIER
WAY TO TRIM
AND MOW!

TRIM within a whisker of houses, 
trees, fences. Big wheels make it 
easy for anyone to control precisely!

MOW WITHOUT FEAR of hitting 
rocks or hidden obstacles, because 
there’s no blade to bend or dull.

GUARANTEED NOT TO 
TANGLE even in waist-high 
grass and weeds – thanks to 
its patented No-Wrap 
Trimmer Head. 

CUT UP TO 3" 
THICK BRUSH
with optional 
attachment.
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6-MONTHRISKFREETRIAL!
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25 personal invitations for you to compare my custom 
handmade cigars, with the nifty up-market brands you 
are smoking now. With a fantastic variety of shapes, 
sizes and tobacco, this amazing collection of premium 
cigars has an unbelievable introductory price of less 
than $1.20 per cigar. Plus receive this FREE aluminum 
travel case! 
For over 90 years Thompson Cigar has been offering cigar 
aficionados premium quality, handmade cigars at incredibly low prices. 
Cigars aren’t just our business; they’ve been our passion for almost a century!
Don’t miss this opportunity to indulge in 25 incredible smokes. Call now or visit us
online for this amazing low price. Supplies are limited, so order yours today!

1-800-651-8850

www.thompsoncigar.com
To get this special offer online, just type T7945 
in our home page search bar and click GO

Get your Powerhouse 25 Sampler now!
25 handmade cigars for ONLY $29.95 + $4.95 shipping (#922169).
(All shipments to AK, HI, Guam, Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico must go priority mail - add an additional $10.00.
Florida residents add 6% sales tax + appropriate county tax). Remittance of any taxes on orders shipped to a
location outside of Florida is the responsibility of the purchaser. In the event we are out of a Premium brand,
Thompson reserves the right to substitute another premium brand cigar, of equal or greater value.

Dept. T7945
Product #922169

America’s Oldest Mail Order Cigar Company, Est 1915
P.O. Box 31274 • Tampa, FL 33631-3274 • Fax: 213-452-6599

(PLEASE, ALL WRITTEN ORDERS MUST INCLUDE YOUR DATE OF BIRTH AND YOUR SIGNATURE)

OFFER EXPIRES 10/31/08  •  NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS AND GOOD ONLY IN THE USA

Save67% 25 Premium
Handmade
CigarsLESS THAN

$120
PER CIGAR

©2008 Thompson Cigar Co.

FREE
Aluminum 

Case

Special Introductory Offer – Compare at $90

ONLY $2995
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[STATEMENT ]

“Recent reports in the media that the 
Department of Veterans Aff airs is testing 
drugs on war veterans are inaccurate and 
misleading. In our PTSD and smoking 
cessation study, our research is to learn if 
it is easier to stop smoking when 
smoking cessation treatment is combined 
with PTSD therapy, or whether the two 
therapies are more eff ective if they are 
provided separately. In either case, 
patients are receiving treatment 
recommended by their own doctors, 
using counseling with or without 
FDA-approved medication that includes 
Varenicline (Chantix). Participation in 
this program is voluntary, and all 
participants are closely monitored ....

“In November 2007, FDA issued an 
‘early communication’ to health-care 
providers, indicating concerns had arisen 
about the medication having a possible 
side eff ect involving mental health; VA 
immediately passed along that concern 
to practitioners at all of our medical 
centers. On Feb. 1, FDA issued a 
public-health advisory to providers, 
providing more information on potential 
side eff ects, of which clinicians and 
patients should be aware. VA distributed 
this alert to pharmacists in its system on 
that same day, and to researchers on 
Feb. 5. FDA has never asked that 
Varenicline be removed from the market, 
and it continues to be FDA-approved as a 
safe and effi  cacious medication.

“VA’s letter to patients ... clearly and 
specifi cally requested patients (to) come 
in and discuss possible side eff ects, of 
which they should be aware; 
professionals felt that the issue of suicide 
should be discussed in a clinical setting, 
not in a mailing to a group of patients.

“The implication that a modest 
payment for volunteers in medical 
research programs is somehow wrong, is 
a distortion. Such payments are a widely 
used practice, both in VA and in the 
private sector, to help volunteers pay for 
expenses.“

Department of Veteran Aff airs, responding to a 

Washington Times article in June that reported the 

government is testing drugs with severe side eff ects , 

such as psychosis and suicidal behavior, on veterans, 

using cash payments to attract patients.

[LIVING WELL ]

Alcoholism has strong 
genetic component
BY JOEL KUPERSMITH

Each year, alcohol addiction or abuse costs our nation nearly 
$185 billion and is linked to more than 100,000 preventable deaths.

Someone can misuse alcohol – drink too often, too much, or at 
inappropriate times – without being addicted. The outcomes, though, 

are often similar: traffi c accidents, 
poor job performance, family dishar-
mony, physical illness. Medical 
problems can include cancer, cirrho-
sis of the liver and brain damage.

According to the National Institute 
on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(NIAAA), between 40 and 60 percent 
of a person’s risk for alcoholism is 
genetically determined. VA research-
ers are taking part in an NIAAA 
program that has collected extensive 
clinical and genetic data from more 
than 3,000 people affl icted by alco-
holism, in an effort to identify genes 
linked with the disease that may play 
a role in new therapies. 

Along similar lines, a VA team in 
Chicago has homed in on the genetic 
and biochemical link between 
alcoholism and anxiety. The research 
focuses on a molecule called CREB, 
which controls a number of genes. 
Results from lab studies may point 
the way to new drug targets. 

Other teams are working to improve 
screening for alcohol misuse. A recent 
study showed that VA successfully 
implemented a new screening pro-
gram in more than 800 outpatient 
clinics. In a year, 93 percent of VA 
outpatients were screened for alcohol 
misuse, a quarter testing positive. 

VA has also documented the benefi ts of participating in programs 
such as Alcoholics Anonymous. One study showed that veterans who 
entered treatment or AA early were far more likely to be in remission 
after three years, and to stay in remission even after 16 years. 

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research and development offi cer for the 
Veterans Health Administration.

This article is designed to provide general information. It is not intend-
ed to be, nor is it, medical advice. Readers should consult their physi-
cians when they have health problems.

THE HALLMARKS 
OF ALCOHOLISM

CRAVINGS Addicts feel a 
strong need to drink.

LOSS OF CONTROL They are 
unable to control how much 
they drink.

PHYSICAL DEPENDENCE 
Withdrawal symptoms such as 
sweating, shakiness or anxiety 
occur when alcohol use stops.

TOLERANCE Alcoholics 
develop a tolerance for the 
eff ects of alcohol and need to 
drink ever-increasing amounts 
to feel the same “pleasure.” 
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Live your life, 
Love your bath tub.

Put the smile back into bathing 
with a Premier Walk-In Tub. 
If you struggle taking your bath, talk to us at
Premier about our extensive range of walk-in tubs.

•   Enjoy a relaxing bath again, without
the fear of slipping or falling.

•   The walk-in door feature allows
easy access and exiting at all
times when taking a bath.

•   Hydrotherapy jets option
to soothe aches 
and pains.

Please send me a FREE Premier 
brochure today!
Name     

Telephone

Address

City  State         Zip

Send to: Premier Bathrooms Inc, 2330 South Nova Rd 
South Daytona, Florida 32119 CODE 10088

CALL NOW • TOLL FREE

1-800-578-2899
SOURCE CODE 10088

- Ed McMahon

As featured 

in AARP Magazine

Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C.
L A W O F F I C E S

180 Maiden Lane • New York, NY 10038

1-888-411-LAWS
www.weitzlux.com

If you have contracted MESOTHELIOMA
or LUNG CANCER due to exposure to

Protect your rights by calling the law firm that has achieved over
$1 BILLION in verdicts and settlements for clients all across the USA.

Future verdicts or settlements can't be predicted from prior results

AsbestosAsbestos

Call now for a
free consultation

Free booklet on
Asbestos litigation
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AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES
1st Cbt Eval Grp, Bossier City, LA, 9/15-19, 
Emerson McAfee, (859) 986-4362, emcafee@
yahoo.com; 15th AAF 456th Bomb Grp (H) 
(Italy, 1943-1945), Branson, MO, 9/3-7, Ed Moore, 
(785) 625-7515, hoover1@ruraltel.net; 15th AF 
464th Bomb Grp H (WWII), Tucson, AZ, 9/25-29, 
Arthur Rawlings, (615) 876-2132, eliseandart@
comcast.net; 15th Radio Sqdn Mobile (Japan 
& Korea), Chattanooga, TN, 10/5-8, Bill Moore, 
(337) 984-2666, onthegoosprey@aol.com; 18th 
Ftr Wing Assn, San Antonio, 10/30-11/1, George 
Banasky, (918) 369-0595, gbanasky@yahoo.com; 
28th Bomb Wing & Support Grps (1947-2008), 
Rapid City, SD, 9/4-8, Al Leenknecht, (605) 
348-7244; 105th Airlift Wing, Myrtle Beach, 
SC, 2/6-9, John Petrasciewicz, (703) 896-0003, 
pet50jun@brmemc.net; 312th Bomb Grp (L) 
Assn A-20 “Havocs” 5th AF SWPA (WWII), 
Memphis, TN, 9/18-21, J.T. Happy, (863) 439-6657, 
jthappy@juno.com; 366th Ftr Assn, Boise, ID, 
9/11-15, John France, (817) 860-2780, luv_2_fly@
sbcglobal.net; 379th Bomb Group Assn (WWII), 
Savannah, GA, 9/14-18, Mike Hart, (469) 633-0689, 
mike@379thbga.org; 501st Tact Control Grp 
Assn – 501st HQ & HQ Sqdn, 807th Tact Control 
Sqdn, 601st, 602nd, 603rd & 604th AC&W 
Sqdns, 615th & 616th AC&W Sqdns, 943rd Fwd 
Air Control Sqdn & 555th Sig Aircraft Wng 
Bn, Gatlinburg, TN, 9/15-18, Ron Anderson, (701) 
293-5473, halron117@aol.com
735th AC&W Sqdn, Bossier City, LA, 10/20-22, Bill 
Hillers, (903) 877-4984, nancyh10@juno.com; AF 
Honor Guard, Washington, 8/29-31, Bob Wargo, 
(814) 669-4919, bob.wargo@afhga.org; Flying 
School Class 48-B, Wisconsin Dells, WI, 9/14-18, 
LaVerne Griffin, (608) 742-4001, griff.griffin@
verizon.net; Fort Fisher AF Stn Dets (All Years), 
Kure Beach, NC, 10/17-19, Katie Powell, (910) 
458-6299, katiepowell3@bellsouth.net; HQ TAC 
Eng & Services, Newport News, VA, 9/26-28, Dick 
Aldinger, (407) 859-7436; Johnson AB, Japan, 
Nashville, TN, 10/2-5, Keith B. Swinehart, (303) 
814-0800, keith@hrnet.org; Women AF Serv 
Pilots (WWII), Dallas, 9/25, Jan Goodrum, (503) 
636-4776, atflyer@earthlink.net

ARMY
1st Sig Bde (Vietnam & Korea), Augusta, 
GA, 9/11-15, Chuck Valen, (804) 364-2603, 
kodiak_usvet67@comcast.net; 3rd Bn 61st 
Inf Rgt 8th Inf Div (Germany, 1956-1959), 
Memphis, TN, 9/11-14, Nick Seats, (317) 356-2367; 
3rd Inf Rgt “The Old Guard” Assn, Arlington, 
VA, 9/24-28, Brett Reistad, (703) 963-8636, 
reistadbp@aol.com; 4th Bn 42nd Arty, 4th Inf 
Div, Washington, 10/9-10, Wayne E. Wright, (608) 
788-7135, wewr1ght@aol.com; 7th Armd Div, 
Nashville, TN, 9/11-15, Cheryl M. Higley, (860) 
678-1018, cmhig58@aol.com; 7th Inf Rgt Assn 
“Cottonbalers, ” Columbus, GA, 9/18-21, Roland 
B. Merson, (304) 866-4288; 27th Inf Rgt Historic 

Society “Wolfhounds, ” Salt Lake City, 9/16-21, 
Joseph Guchek, (732) 572-2615, wolfhoundpack@
gmail.com; 32nd Inf Rgt Assn “Queen’s Own,” 
Atlantic City, NJ, 9/17-20, Helen Dyckson, (727) 
697-2135, heland@verizon.net; 79th Eng Const  
Bn (Korea), St. Louis, 10/8-11, Bobby Thompson, 
(304) 776-2629, bobbyb301t6@aol.com; 134th, 
137th, 164th Inf (Camp Rucker, AL, 1953-1955), 
Miamisburg, OH, 9/12-14, Ron Bellotti, (937) 
849-0737, belloe@yahoo.com; 592nd Trans 
Co, Myrtle Beach, SC, 9/14-19, Ken Scott, (616) 
363-7828, scottyk37@comcast.net; 630th Eng LE, 
Branson, MO, 9/19-20, Cecil Brown, (731) 415-6460, 
brownlinda13@aol.com; 8125th Sentry Dog Det 
(Korea, 1954-1955), Branson, MO, 10/12-15, John 
Fickes, (303) 452-3503, bobnpat@q.com; Battle 
of the Bulge Vets, Columbus, OH, 9/9-14, Ed 
Lambert, (856) 304-3106, edlambert@mail.com; 
Eng OCS (1941-1942), Nashville, TN, 10/29-11/2, 
E.T. Mealing, (404) 231-3402, teocsa@comcast.net

G Co 179th Inf Rgt 45th Inf Div (Korea), Branson, 
MO, 10/16-18, Penn Rabb, (580) 357-1796, rabbp@
sbcglobal.net; Merrills Marauders Assn Mars 
Task Force 475th Inf & 124th Cav Unit, Atlanta, 
8/29-8/31, Bob Sutton, (412) 233-4856, scyarulis@
msn.com; Sig Serv & ASA Personnel (Okinawa, 
1945-1970), Charleston, SC, 9/10-14, Paul Watson, 
(978) 465-7473, w562236@aol.com; Vietnam 
Dustoff Assn, Dallas, 9/19-21, Steve Vermillion, 
(253) 906-2938, wearestsunami@msn.com

COAST GUARD
CW Operators Assn, Mobile, AL, 9/17-21, Andy 
Scharf, (785) 234-9508, zut699@sbcglobal.com

MARINES
3rd Bn 5th Mar (Vietnam, 1966-1967), 
Quantico, VA, 9/19-21, Gary Crowell, (717) 
763-8832, gary.crowell@netscape.com; 3rd Mar 
Div Texas Chpt, Austin, TX, 10/2-5, Mike Sohn, 
(210) 654-3310, jumient2@hotmail.com; 7th 
Eng Bn (Vietnam), San Antonio, 9/26-27, Mike 
Moran, (847) 361-1371, mmoran@3rdbridge.org; 
A-1-1-1 (1950-1953), Cedar Falls, IA, 9/14-17, 
John Mehlert, (319) 476-3551; E Co 2nd Bn, 5th 
Mar, San Antonio, 11/7-10, Ochal Caudill, (714) 
349-0660, ochal1@verizon.net; India Co 3/7 
“Band of Brothers” (Vietnam, 1965-1970), 
Washington, 11/7-12, Roger Villarreal, (281) 
930-8161, marine.1@att.net; Plt 3086 (MCRD 
Parris Island), Quantico, VA, 9/29-10/2, Bill 
Simon, (856) 767-1318, mgy.simon@comcast.net; 
Tankers Assn, San Diego, 9/3-6, G.D. Rose, (619) 
579-7848, gdroseusmcr@yahoo.com; Vietnam 
Vets (1965-1970), Washington, 11/7-12, Roger 
Villarreal, (281) 930-8161, marine.1@att.net

NAVY
1st & 16th Seabees, Washington, 10/10-12, Peter 
Dowd, (781) 837-0393, mcb1reunion@verizon.
net; 1st Seabees, Washington, 10/10-12, Peter 
Dowd, (781) 837-0393, mcb1reunion@verizon.net; 
Assault Craft Sqdn ONE/Assault Craft Unit 

ONE, Kokomo, IN, 9/19-21, Jesse J. Bullens III, (317) 
650-8680, bluejay916@sbcglobal.net; Ault DD 
698 Assn (WWII), Surfside Beach, SC, 10/15-19, 
Dan Lent, (517) 592-2912, danlent3@aol.com; 
Austin LPD 4, Virginia Beach, VA, 8/16, Paul 
McCann, pmac342002@yahoo.com; Birmingham 
CL 62, Richmond, VA, 9/10-13, R.N. Goodman, 
(540) 825-2374, rngcl62@aol.com; Bottineau 
APA 235, Newport News, VA, Sept, Tom Stisher, 
(850) 622-1017, tomstisher@yahoo.com; Burleson 
APA 67 (WWII), Branson, MO, 9/17-20, Billy O. 
Smith, (816) 524-3775; Caliente AO 53, San 
Antonio, 10/9-12, Norm Street, (317) 260-9891, 
normstreet@sbcglobal.net; Capitaine AGSS 336, 
Charlie’s Boulder, AZ, 10/20-22, George Manz, 
(321) 454-7461, gamanz@bellsouth.net; Charles 
J. Badger DD 657, Groton, CT, 9/17-19, Donald J. 
Guilfoil, (631) 269-9001, dg776369@aol.com

Cmdr Carrier Div One (TF-77) (Korea), 
Dallas, 10/4-6, Gene Hunnell, (361) 855-8561; 
Composite Sqdns 33 Assn – VC, VF, VS, VT, 
VAW, VAQ, VA (AW), South Padre Island, TX, 
9/18-21, Lonnie Kesterson, (503) 638-7021, 
lonniek@kemequipment.com; Courtney DE 
1021, Philadelphia, 9/25-28, Marc Arsenault, 
(508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Cromwell 
DE 1014, Philadelphia, 9/25-28, Marc Arsenault, 
(508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Dade APA 
99, Mobile, AL, 9/9-12, Bill Cates, (513) 522-3238, 
setac@fuse.net; Dealey DE 1006, Philadelphia, 
9/25-28, Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, 
marc-a@charter.net; Delong DE 684, Lake 
County, IL, 10/16-19, Dan Barker, (812) 257-1907, 
rdbpjb@avenuebroadband.com; Elden DE 264, 
Cartersville, GA, 10/16-19, Ray Dobelstein, (704) 
782-0082, ncrayd@carolina.rr.com; Farragut 
Nav Tng Stn (1942-1946), Farragut, ID, 9/6, 
Elizabeth Spooner, (281) 589-7901; Foote DD 
511, Philadelphia, 10/16-20, Brenda Smith, (770) 
517-3382, ussfootedd511@yahoo.com; Griggs 
APA 110, Lancaster, PA, 9/18-21, Charles Forshee, 
(336) 357-6476, ctforshee@lexcominc.net

Grundy APA 111, Lancaster, PA, 9/18-21, Charles 
Forshee, (336) 357-6476, ctforshee@lexcominc.
net; Halsey Powell DD 686, Nashville, TN, 
9/10-14, James Wyatt, (435) 752-2026, halsey.
powell@comcast.net; Hartley DE 1029, 
Philadelphia, 9/25-28, Marc Arsenault, (508) 
248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Holder DD/
DDE 819/DE 401, Dearborn, MI, 10/9-12, James 
deBarrios, (831) 458-9062, ussholder_dde819@
hotmail.com; Huntington CL 107, Lancaster, PA, 
9/18-21, Gene Volcik, (512) 926-7008, evolcik@
aol.com; John Rodgers DD 574, Chicago, 10/1-4, 
Jack Mindeck, (815) 883-8443; John Willis DE 
1027, Philadelphia, 9/25-28, Marc Arsenault, (508) 
248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Joseph K. Taussig 
DE 1030, Philadelphia, 9/25-28, Marc Arsenault, 
(508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Kephart 
DE 207/APD 61, Quincy, MA, 9/25-29, Bill Griggs, 
(973) 887-2896, bgchops@earthlink.net; Lake 
Champlain CV/CVA/CVS 39, Charleston, SC, 

How to submit a reunion
The American Legion Magazine pub-

lishes reunion notices for veterans. 
Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: Reunions, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax 
(317) 630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org 
or submit information via our Web site, 
www.legion.org/veterans/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge.

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions, The American Legion Magazine 

will publish a group’s listing only once a year. 
Notices should be sent at least six months prior 
to the reunion to ensure timely publication.

Other notices
“In Search Of” is a means of getting in touch 

with people from your unit to plan a reunion. We 
do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho-
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: “In Search Of,” P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or 
e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of indi-
viduals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge.

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life mem-

berships by their posts. This does not include a 
member’s own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. 
Notices must be submitted on official forms, 
which may be obtained by sending a self-
addressed stamped envelope to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: Life Memberships, P.O. 
Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206.

“Comrades in Distress” listings must be 
approved by the Legion’s Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for informa-
tion on how to publish a notice.

To respond to a “Comrades in Distress” listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing’s CID 
number in your response. 

“Taps” notices are published only for Legion-
naires who served as department commanders 
or national officers.
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9/18-21, Eugene Carroll, (607) 532-4735, gcarroll@
rochester.rr.com; Leary DDR 879, Savannah, GA, 
9/17- 21, Dick Englander, (941) 341-0770, crelibra@
verizon.net; Leary DDR/DD 879 (1944-1974), 
Savannah, GA, 9/17-21, Dick Englander, (941) 
341-0770, crelibra@verizon.net; Lester DE 1022, 
Philadelphia, 9/25-28, Marc Arsenault, (508) 
248-5072, marc-a@charter.net; Lexington CV/
CVA/CVS/CVT/AVT 16, Charleston, SC, 9/23-27, 
Jim Barnes, (864) 862-4791, madjim9g@aol.com; 
Luzon ARG 2, Chicago, 10/1-4, John Wise, (610) 
670-9625, wise1126@aol.com; Melvin DD 680, 
Pittsburgh, 9/11-13, Ira Bush, (717) 987-3719, 
pitmelvin08@yahoo.com; Midshipmen’s School 
(Columbia Univ, NY), Springfield, IL, 9/18-20, 
Ken Boyd, (405) 330-4707, kb@clickworld.net; 
Mississippi EAG 128, Chattanooga, TN, 11/6-9, 
Paul Shepley, (910) 256-6173, eag128reunion@
yahoo.com

Puget Sound AD 38, Branson, MO, 10/3-6, John 
C. Seymour, (901) 853-1450, rebels45@yahoo.com; 
Rankin AKA/LKA 103, Stuart, FL, 10/30-11/2, 
Skip Sander, (412) 367-1376, ussrankin@aol.
com; Rowe DD 564, Indianapolis, Sept, Bob 
Wood, (863) 667-3334, ussroweusswatts@yahoo.
com; Rupertus DD 851, St. Louis, 9/11-14, Keith 
Johnson, (989) 686-5967, rupertusdd851@aol.
com; Samuel N. Moore DD 747, Bremerton, 
WA, 9/3-7, Bob Culver, (402) 489-5910, 
torpedoman@alltel.net; Saratoga CV 3/CVA/CA 
60, Indianapolis, 10/2-5, Harvey A. Hirsch Jr., (877) 
360-7272; Sellers DDG 11, Baltimore, 9/4-7, Hilton 
Roberts, (480) 892-8033, hilton.l.roberts@boeing.
com; Simon Lake AS 33, Norfolk, VA, 9/17-21, 
Gordon Sanders, (757) 588-2023, usn3030@cox.
net; Skagit AKA 105, St. Louis, 9/10-14, Jerry 
Gaugan, (440) 777-9569; Tamalpais AO 96, 
Colorado Springs, CO, 9/22-24, Mel Woodward, 
(714) 985-0778, w71726@aol.com; Tom Green 
County LST 1159, Las Vegas, 10/5-9, Leon Levin, 
(702) 897-6932, shopmar@aol.com

Vammen Assn, Branson, MO, 10/8-11, George 
DeLozier, (217) 847-2248, gdelozr@frontiernet.
net; Van Voorhis DE 1028, Philadelphia, 9/25-28, 
Marc Arsenault, (508) 248-5072, marc-a@charter.
net; VF-54, San Diego, 10/8-12, Jack L. Hatchitt, 
(816) 525-2472, vf-54_cag-5@sbcglobal.net; 
Williamsburg AGC 369 Presidential Yacht, 
St. Marys, GA, 10/3-7, Morton J. Roberts, (713) 
436-1935, mjrrer@comcast.net

IN SEARCH OF
3rd Bn 11th Armd Cav Rgt (Regensburg, 

Germany, 1959-1962) & 502nd Armd Med Co 
(Regensburg, Germany, 1960-1962), Bartow 
Houston, (252) 946-6271, 2bartow@@live.com

6th 155 SP Howitzer Bn 82nd Abn Corp (Arty) 
XVIII Abn Corp (Fort Bragg, NC, 1967-1968), 
George Largess, (508) 369-2603, george11943@
comcast.net

10th Radio Sqd Mobile (Chicksands, England, 
1952-1955), Don L. Dewey, (562) 947-4509, 
dontex@aol.com

11th Armd Cav Blackhorse Football Team 
(1960), Bartow Houston, (252) 946-6271, 
2bartow@@live.com

14th AC Rgt Wrestling Team (Fulda, Germany, 
1958-1961), Charles Scott, (757) 497-8681

16th Eng Bn E Co (Fort Hood, TX, 1962-1963), 
Edward Strawn, (281) 633-0033, emstrawn@
comcast.net

72nd Sig Co (Spec) (Africa, Sicily & Italy, Nov 
1942-Aug 1944), Alfred A. De La Cruz, (210) 
445-1040, alfreda501@sbcglobal.net

78th Arty 4th Armd Div (Crailsheim, Germany, 
1959-1961), Bill Downing, (630) 932-8674, 
dbetsy402@aol.com

107th Bn D Co Med Tng Bn (Camp Joseph 
Robinson, AR, April-June 1943), George 
Moran, (413) 442-4035

107th Evac Hosp (WWII), Glenn Weaver, 
weaver3258@bellsouth.net

165th AA (WWII), Norval Cummings, 925 
Wendemere Drive, Seymour, IN 47274

419th Trp Carrier Grp (Ardmore AFB, OK, 
1956-1958), R.D. Rice, (818) 508-5887, 
w6rgxvalley@juno.com

445th Ftr Sqdn (Edwards AFB, Bakersfield, 
CA, March AFB & Germany), Thomas A. Sykes, 
tasykes@toast.net

498th Co (NTC San Diego, Oct-Dec 1956), Pat 
Whitehead, (770) 719-1091, pmwhitehead1@
msn.com

514th QM Co (Quinhon, Vietnam), Evan Tilton, 
(606) 724-5809

620th SCARWAF Eng (RAF Chelveston, 
England, 1952-1956), V. Costa, Box 593316, 
Orlando, FL 32859

A Btry 2nd Bn 75th FA (Fliegerhorst Kaserne, 
Germany, 1971-1974), Henry Alward, (229) 
888-2113, henryalward@bellsouth.net

A Co 1st Bn 28th Inf 1st Inf Div (Vietnam, Oct 
1965-June 1966), Monte V. Bennett, (931) 
680-0637, bennettmonte56@gmail.com

A Co 33rd Trans Bn 25th Inf Div (Schofield 
Barracks, HI, 1960-1964), Frank Parker, (707) 
274-9512, parkerhouse@mchsi.com

B Co 1st Battle Grp 12th Inf 4th Inf Div (Fort 
Lewis, WA, Sept 1959-Feb 1961), Rich 
Bortolin, (650) 343-9185, rcbortonlin@aol.com

Corporal Ground Guidance Grp (White Sands 
Proving Ground, Mar 1954-Aug 1955), Carroll 
F.X. Conway, (410) 661-6124, tmcfxc@verizon.net

Cowanesque AO 79 (1942-1945), Richard Safran, 
(248) 322-1238

Guam & Iwo Jima (1944-1945), Richard 
Christensen, 27 Hubbard Creek Road, Port 
Ludlow, WA 98365

Heavy Mortar Co 30th Rgt (Fort Benning, 
GA, 1953-1955), Dick Lester, (860) 887-7566, 
hellcat1944f5f@yahoo.com

HQ Co 1st Bn 14th Inf Rgt (Nov 1952), Glen 
Montu, (308) 785-8104

I Co 3rd Bn 6th Armd Cav Rgt (Fort Knox, 
KY, 1959), Bartow Houston, (252) 946-6271, 
2bartow@@live.com

Independence CVA 62 Gunnery Dept 4th Div 
(1962-1963), Ron Ansteth, (815) 538-7201, 
ronsteth@pcwildblue.com

LCC 60149 Crew Members (Pacific, 1944-1945), 
Kurt Bauereiss, (908) 735-9717

Nav Air Tech Tng Unit, Aerographer’s Mate Tng 
(NAS Lakehurst, NJ, April-July 1954), George 
Joseph, (603) 624-4180, g.bj@verizon.net

Opn Plumbbob (Camp Desert Rock, NV, Mar-
Sept 1957), Charles Bettis, (405) 722-2780

Parachute Loft Stn (Miami, FL, May 1944-Dec 
1945), Antonio P. Aguilar, (813) 832-3898, 
tpdet442@hotmail.com

Plt 2 MCRD (San Diego, Jan-Feb 1943), Floyd 
McCullough, (662) 489-1091

Roosevelt Roads Nav Hosp (1976-1979), Don 
Rainwater, (413) 627-5562, skyagua@comcast.net

S4 H & HS 1st Mar Air Wing (MCAS Iwakuni, 
Japan, July 1963-June 1964), Tom Fetzer, 
(704) 854-9582, tfetz@aol.com

USNAU Clarksville Base, TN (Oct 1961-Mar 
1964), Pat Whitehead, (770) 719-1091, 
pmwhitehead1@msn.com

V Corps “Guardian” Baseball Team (Hanau 
& Frankfurt, Germany, 1961-1963), David 
Skaugstad, (760) 251-7677

VII Corps Jayhawks Football Team (1961), Bartow 
Houston, (252) 946-6271, 2bartow@live.com

WACVA Western IA & Northeast NE, Lynn 
Runge, 7775 Park Drive 8, Ralston, NE 68127

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Post 61, AZ: Ronald T. Albrand, Lino Aragon, 

Joe Byasee, Dorman Chisum, Paul DeSanti, 
Richard Dollahan, Elmer Gage, Robert Hall, 
Robert Hanko, Joseph Harwood, Roy Madden, 
William Mock, Benny Moncayo, Dan Mouton, 
Jess Perkins, Paul Randolph, Joseph Rogg, 
Billy Scott, Dennis Sheffield, Joseph Solano, 
Bob Sutherland, Albert Towers, Frank Whitten, 
Robert Wolfe

Post 83, CA: : William L. Dacus, Leonard Rich, Nick 
Saucedo, Alfred Torres

Post 132, CA: Raymond Goss
Post 92, FL: Eugene J. Flynn

Post 190, FL: Byron D. Elsebough, Barney P. 
Giordan, Peter L. Marquis, George S. Shaul

Post 252, FL: : James F. Edmiston
Post 172, IA: Robert A. Erickson, Harold B. Repp
Post 55, ME: George A. Carroll
Post 496, MI: George Rainey, Charles Warren, 

Jack Wickam, George Woitowitz
Post 180, PA: Jerome J. Shafter, Edmund L. Welsh
Post 299, PA: Richard W. Costell
Post 247, WI: Richard G. Evansen, Frank “Roger” 

McCorison, Clyde A. Travis

TAPS
Billy G. Daniells, Dept. of Arkansas. Nat’l & 

Homeland Sec. Vice Chmn. 2000-2004, Dept. 
Cmdr. 2003-2004 and Nat’l Americanism Cncl. 
Vice Chmn. 2004-2006.

Ernesto P. Golez, Dept. of Philippines. Nat’l 
Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1977-1978, 
Nat’l Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1978-1980, 1981-1984, 
1986-1992 and 1994-2006, Nat’l Veterans Affairs 
& Rehab. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1978-1981, 
1988-1992, 1994-1996 and 1997-2005, Nat’l 
Foreign Relations Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 
1980-1984 and 1996-1997, Dept. Cmdr. 
1984-1986 and 1993-1994, Nat’l Internal Affairs 
Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1986-1988 and Nat’l 
Legis. Cmsn. Liaison Cmte. Memb. 2005-2006.

Irvin Gushen, Dept. of Michigan. Nat’l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1993-1995.

James W. Rodgers Jr., Dept. of Oklahoma. 
Dept. Cmdr. 1953-1954, Nat’l Housing Cmte. 
Vice Chmn. 1959-1960, Nat’l Employment 
Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1960-1961, Nat’l Employment 
Cmte. Memb. 1961-1964, Nat’l Legis. Cmsn. 
Memb. 1964-1997, Nat’l Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1975-1980 and 1993-1994, and Nat’l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1981-1990.

Rexford S. Steeves, Dept. of Virginia. Nat’l & 
Homeland Sec. Vice Chmn. 1996-2001, Nat’l 
Americanism Cmsn. Memb. 2001-2004 and Nat’l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 2004-2007.

SELF-FEEDING saves time and energy.
Most branches can be dropped into the hopper
and will self-feed, instead of you having to 
force-feed them.

CHIP BRANCHES UP TO 5-1/2"
thick with powerful engines up to 18 HP.

PRO-SPEC™ CHIPPER KNIFE is made of
forged alloy tool steel, making it exceptionally
strong with an excellent edge-holding ability.

Just load a DR® RAPID-FEED™ CHIPPER, 
step back, and watch it chip branches 
up to 5 ½" thick!

800-731-0257
www.DRchipper.com

Get a FREE DVD and Catalog!

SELF-FEEDING
DR® CHIPPER!

NEW
!

TOLL-FREE
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LEGION SHOPPER

SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: Ms. 
Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott Company, Inc., 
626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA 90017. 
(213) 624-0900, Ext. 1219, FAX (213) 624-0997. All 
classified advertising is payable in advance  by check 
or credit card. Please make remittance payable to 
“The American Legion Magazine.”  RATES: $35 per 
word. Count street addresses and box numbers 
as two words; all city, state and zip codes as three 
words. 3 word minimum. CIRCULATION: 2,500,000 
per month. DEADLINE: Advertising copy must be 
received 60 days before cover date of issue desired. 
All advertisements are accepted at the discretion of 
the publisher.

APPAREL
SUSPENDERS. Patented “no-slipTM” clip. Catalog, (800) 
700-4515, www.suspenders.com.

JUMPSUITS – Large selection. Also, warmup suits, 
knit shirts. Catalog, (800) 397-3086, 
www.myjumpsuit.com.

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS
CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com.

EDUCATION & INSTRUCTION
HEARING LOSS? www.lipreading.com.

FOR SALE
POCKET FLASHLIGHT, (818) 367-4532.

GIFTS
WWW.URGIFT4U.COM.

MISCELLANEOUS
OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! Oxlife’s 
lightweight, American-made oxygen concentrators 
produce 1-6LPM continuously.  Runs in home, car, 
even overseas. (800) 780-2616, www.oxlifeinc.com.

OF INTEREST TO ALL
www.BeholdJesus.org.

BETTER THAN VIAGRA?  Stamina-Rx.  Two tablets $5, 
30 tablets $44.95.  (800) 458-1613.

WWW.BIBLEBOXONLINE.COM. New interactive bible 
teaching method – gift, missions, education.

PERSONALS
MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879-4625.

REAL ESTATE
MANUFACTURED COMMUNITY HOMES in Flor-
ida. New/Pre-owned. Financing available, (480) 
272-4494.

WANTED
BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766.

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167.

BANJOS, (800) 451-9728.

CLASSIFIED

THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE   |   AUGUST 200862

Badge-A-Minit, Dept. AL808, 345 N. Lewis Ave., Oglesby, IL 61348

Call 800 223 4103

Earn $25–$100 Per Hour
Expand your profitability with 
Badge-A-Minit buttons by creating
customized buttons for customers. 
Buttons cost less than 16¢ to make 
and can be sold for $1 or more. 
Only $74.95 $29.95, receive
everything you need to 
make your first ten
21/4" buttons. Request your
FREE catalog or order today!

www.badgeaminit.com

Call today for a FREE color

catalog of over 150 eye-catching

Classic Military Rings, plus a

Special Report you should read

before buying any service ring:

1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded
message). Or write: Classic Rings,
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-808,

Hannibal MO 63401.

www.ClassicRings.com
Code A-808

Rings to Honor
Your Service

●   H AT   P I N S   ●     M E D A L S  ●

●  FREE COLOR CATALOG
●  2500+ Military Designs
●  Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines
●  Call now! Toll-free!

  1-888-223-1159
●  Custom pins & patches available.
 Dealer inquires welcome.

HONORS
by Hoover’s Mfg., Co.

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354
Fax: 1-815-223-1499

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.comB
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If you, or a loved one, has been  
diagnosed with Mesothelioma,  

please contact us for your: 

FREE OFFICIAL   
MESOTHELIOMA 

BOOKS

Toll Free (888) 891-2200 
Visit our website at: 

www.mesotheliomaoptions.com

Robert L. Steinberg is licensed to practice law in 
the State of Texas and in the State of New York.  

Principal office located in Houston, Texas.      
Local counsel will be associated in the client’s 

state filing.  Cases are likely to be referred. 

Robert L. Steinberg is licensed by the Texas Supreme Court. 

U . S .  M I L I TARY M EDAL S  &  R I BBO N S

CUSTOM BALL CAPS - NAVY SHIP CAPS

FREE COLOR CATALOG!
FREE SHIPPING!

TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062
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VETS SUPPLY LINE
10550 CO RD 81, #218

MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369
WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.com
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IMPOTENCE
SOLVED

COVERED BY MEDICARE
If you have Medicare or
Insurance, you may be eligible
to receive the NEW Encore
Deluxe Erection System at
little or no cost. The NEW
Encore Deluxe System has both
a manual and battery pump.

RATED #1 BY UROLOGISTS
Encore is the only manufacturer
that offers both pumps as one
Deluxe System.

For more information call:

1-800-475-3091

7696 15th St. E. • Sarasota, FL 34243

HEARING AIDS
UP TO 60% SAVINGS

30-DAY
TRIAL

TRY
BEFORE
YOU BUY

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES!
 ALL MAKES & MODELS TERMS ARRANGED
 30 YRS. EXPERIENCE ALL MAKE REPAIRS

CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL:

1-800-323-4212
We’re the oldest, biggest and best

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL         P.O. BOX 7355, ROCKFORD, IL 61126
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com

This is all 
you wear!

NOT AVAILABLE IN WA. 

• Medals
•Displays
•Patches
•Badges

 
FREE Color 

Catalog

With This They Will
Remember Forever

Medals of 
America 1-800-486-1651
Shop  www.usmedals.com

STRONGER
THAN VIAGRA®

Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative
Without Prescription!

(30 tabs) - blue 100mg  $89.95
(60 tabs) - Save $40.00 $129.95
(90 tabs) - Save $70.00 $179.95

Order Today 24 HR Order Line!
Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

TOLL
FREE 1-866-611-6891

or Send Check or M.O. To:
P.E. LABS, 6409 S. Western Ave. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73139-1703

www.usaveonpills.com

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC.
Dept. 5T Hingham, MA 02043

1-800-992-WIDE www.wideshoes.com

MEN
,
SWIDE SHOES

200 styles
FREE catalog

EEE-EEEEEE
SIZES 5-15

Palmer  Industries  
P O Box  5707ANE
Endicott  NY 13763

     One hand operated
         Electric  1, 2, 3 or 4Seaters
                              800 847 1304Free Brochure

Made 

in USA

    2 Seater

www.palmerind.com

Also Pedal/Electric 1 & 2 Seaters & 
Handcycles, Electric Kits forTrikes  

Since

1973
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It’s not hard to meet expenses. 
They’re everywhere.

A CHAPLAIN was extremely nervous 
about his fi rst funeral service, but the 
undertaker assured him that he would 
prompt him. 

All went well until, at the close, the 
undertaker whispered to him to instruct 
the family to come up and view the body. 
“Will the family now come forward and 
pass around the bier?” the chaplain said, 
cringing inwardly when he heard his own 
words. 

Later, he overheard two cemetery 
workers talking. “I didn’t get any beer,” one said. 
“Did you?” 

“You heard the chaplain,” the other replied. 
“It was just for the family.” 

TWO DUMB FISHERMEN decided to rent a 
boat on a lake. After fi shing for hours at various 
spots and catching nothing, they decided to try 
one more time before calling it quits. Suddenly, 
fi sh started biting and they caught their limit 
inside 20 minutes. 

“Hey, we should mark this spot so next 
time we’ll know where to fi sh,” the fi rst man 
told his buddy. 

“Good idea,” the second man replied, taking 
out a can of spray paint and making a large X 
on the fl oor of the boat.

“Why’d you do that?” his friend asked. 
“Now anyone who rents this boat will know 
where to fi sh.” “I REMEMBER my wedding day very distinctly,” 

the elderly gentleman said. “I carried my new 
bride across the threshold of our little house and 
said, ‘Honey, this is your and my little world.’”

“And I suppose you’ve lived happily ever after?” 
a friend asked.

“We’ve been fi ghting for the world’s champion-
ship ever since.”

A PHOTOGRAPHER was hired to take pictures at 
a lawyers’ convention. When he lined up his 
subjects, he got them to look their best by shout-
ing, “OK, everyone say, ‘Fees!’”

AFTER FINISHING his examination, the doctor 
looked at his patient and said, “I can’t fi nd the 
exact cause of your trouble, but it’s probably due to 
drinking too much.”

The patient replied, “Gee, I’m sorry to hear that, 
Doc. I’ll come back when you’re sober.”

“Another credit-card off er – 
and not a moment too soon!”

“OK, the shopping cart does roll forward

when I push it. Now what?”

“We need to disguise these numbers. 
Take this down to accounts deceivable.”
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FOR COMPENSATION INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death,
please contact:

The David Law Firm, P.C.
Jonathan David*

10655 Six Pines Drive, #260
The Woodlands, TX 77380

(Greater Houston Area)

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing.

Toll Free 1-877-367-6376
Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658

Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras,

are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers.

Asbestos
Cancer Hits

Former 
Sailors

The David Law Firm
“Defeating Today’s Goliaths”

FOR MEDICAL INFORMATION:

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma
patients, please contact:

Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 
Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com

www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658

* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas.
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization.

Mesothelioma Web
Hope * Support * Help

The most comprehensive
resource for Mesothelioma
patients and their families.
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